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Buffalo Seminary Graduation: 2016 

 

My dear colleagues, moms, dads, sisters, brothers, grandmas & 
grandpas, aunts & uncles, girlfriends, boyfriends, alumnae, trustees 
and wonderful humans ! My name is Susan Drozd. I am Sem’s proud 
theatre teacher and it is my honor to take on the closing of today’s 
celebration.   

 

On today, June 14th 1777 –During the American Revolution, the 
Continental Congress adopted a resolution stating that “the flag of the 
United States be thirteen alternate stripes red and white” and that “the 
Union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new 
Constellation.” 100 years later in 1877 – June 14th became our national 
Flag Day.  Happy Flag Day! 

 

On today, June 14th, 1811 – The author, Harriet Beecher Stowe was 
born. She is most known for her book Uncle Tom’s Cabin which she 
wrote in reaction to tightened fugitive laws. The book sold some 
300,000 copies and did much to galvanize public opinion in the 
North against slavery. (And that was before social media!)  

Happy Birthday Harriet! 

 

On today, June 14th, 1938  - The first ever Caldecott Medal was given to 
a woman -  Ms. Dorothy P. Lathrop – of Albany, NY for her art in the 
book Animals of the Bible.  Way to go, Dorothy! 
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And on this date, June 14th – it is my pleasure to celebrate with all of 
you the graduation of Buffalo Seminary’s Class of 2016!  

 

 

 

 

Hello Friends!! 

 

I would like to begin with a question that I ask myself often.  I am 
quoting a question from a movie that was as much a part of my own 
life lessons as The Sound of Music, West Side Story & Bedknobs and 
Broomsticks… 

 

Are you a good witch or a bad witch? 

That is to assume that you are a witch, “a being commonly associated 
with possessing magical or other-worldly powers – used to affect this 
world.” Let’s make it simpler – a person who is in control of their own 
personal power. 

 

Are you a good witch or a bad witch? 

In the movie THE WIZARD OF OZ, Glinda (The Witch of the North) 
asks this of Dorothy – the young lady who just arrived to Oz by 
Tornado.   

Now, Glinda can ask Dorothy anything – Anything!!!! 

Where did you get that sassy blue gingham dress?  
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How is it that you just traveled by tornado and not a hair is out of 
place? 

I don’t know – What is your name??? 

 

A stranger shows up in this strange land and Glinda, without even a 
“hello” says – Are you a good witch or a bad witch? 

 

Now, I know what you may be thinking – Drozd is going to wrap the 
end of graduation up with a nice beautiful bow in the theme of:  

There is no place like home…Home is where the heart is…..  

Or even better: 

 

No matter where you are in life- click your heels 3 times, jump into a 
car and hop on the Scajaquada – Come home! – we will welcome you 
with open arms! 

 

After all – There’s no place like SEM. 

 

I don’t need to tell you this– you know you can always come home – I 
believe that this is part of SEM’s allure –  

We make it so comfy and cozy - - and monitor your life so closely that 
you can’t help but feel you spend four years of “coming home to your 
family – practically every day” that you innately identify our school 
with home.   

Am I right? 

I mean, take one look at my office, if that doesn’t scream –  
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I live here - -  

I don’t know what does.  But I digress.  

 

So – nope – this isn’t a “home metaphor” 

 

I will repeat the question – Are you a good witch or a bad witch?   

Please let me clarify that the “witch” – is not the word in question -   

In fact – “witch” could be interchanged with any noun –  

“Witch” could be substituted with:  

● Cowgirl 
● Sous-chef 

● Back-up dancer 

● Lawyer 

● Architect 

● Stand up comedian 

● Politician 

● Mom 
 Please also note that Glinda doesn’t ask if she is actually “good at her 
job” - -or bad for that matter –  

She asks directly about Dorothy’s character.   

 

Now, being a theatre teacher – I have come across a plethora of 
characters – And I’m not just talking about the students I meet at 
SEM!!! 

 

I mean – characters – in plays –  



5 

 

I have spent time with: 

● Medea 

● Mother Courage, Kattrin & Yvette  
● Tillie 

● Juliet, Desdemona, Helena & Ophelia 

● Eliza Doolittle 

● Lil Bit 

● Abigail & Goody Proctor 

● Stella Kowalski & Blanch DuBoise 

● Aunt Esther 

● Inez & Estelle 

● Amanda & Laura Wingfield 
 

And those are just some of the ladies!!  Don’t get me started on the 
fellas!! 

We spend so much time with them – not solely because it’s a good 
time – though we all know it is –  

But because we learn from seeing how their character is tested – and 
are intrigued by how they endure what is put before them, to play 
over and over again.  

 

We love when they realize that they have to: 

“Be…….. or not to be…” 

Or, laugh to ourselves, when in the play – No Exit – Garcin discovers 
and then proclaims famously that: 

“Hell - - -  is other people….: 

And, in A Streetcar Named Desire, when all Blanche has left is to:  
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“Rely on the kindness of strangers…”  

 

We are there – ready to pick up any pearl of wisdom that we can from 
them.  

 

While they are fixed in time and repeat their stories for antiquity, we 
learn from them, we question them, and we look to ourselves to see 
how our own character would measure up in similar situations.   

 

 

 

My dear graduates of 2016 – you know how we at SEM are linked by 
many things – including the common thread of ARTSEYE?   

Do you remember ours?   

In theatre, I introduced you to the first (of many characters) that you 
would encounter at SEM – with the cast of Peter and the Star Catcher.  

 

While the character of Peter was interesting enough – he grows up to  
be the Peter Pan that we have grown to love - -  

It was “The Starcatcher” that I was most excited to share with you.   

A young girl – Molly – “One of only 6 1/2 Star Catchers in the world” – 
as she tells Peter.  Her role is important because she would catch stars 
that have fallen from the sky and protect their power  -- using it for 
good and keeping it from those who would use it for harm – at all 
costs. 
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It was a fine example of the type of characteristic that I believed & 
hoped your character would possess one day.   

 

A trait that you could grow into , 

Not be afraid to own and use for action.   

 

For when we look at someone’s characteristics  -  

We can tell many things: 

● Are they reliable? 

● Are they honest? 

● What do they care about? 

● How do they make us feel? 
 

Character – the mental and moral qualities distinctive to an individual   
- - with the archaic verb meaning – to inscribe, to engrave - -  is what 
makes up the core of our beings – it is reflected in our thoughts, our 
words and our actions.  

 

In Six Characters in Search of an Author, Luigi Pirandello tells us that 
we are our character – it is not something we put on  

to “play a part” it is engraved in us.  

 

We – - every single one person in this room has the power –  

Through their character –  

To make or break another person or situation. 
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We humans have tools that can cause destruction – like cowards - - or 
tools to create cures – like heroes. 

We can use our WORDS to shrink, belittle or demolish another person  
- - OR to elevate them, empower them or to let them know that 
someone cares about them.   

 

Get this - - Humans are so powerful that we can use our energy to 
make or break each other with –  

One look 

One head movement 

One eyeroll 

One sigh 

One smile 

● Disappointment 

● Humiliation 

● Encouragement 

● Understanding 

● Love 
All of these are within a degree of each other – in how you can affect 
another human being –  

 

Using your power for good or bad - - begging the question – are you a 
good witch or a bad witch? 

 

SEM prides itself of upholding an Honor Code –  
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One that we not only want you to practice – when you are with us – 
but one that we want you to embrace & uphold when you leave our 
wooden doors –  

 

Honor – is respect that is given to someone who is admired.  

 

And with your graduation – we honor you –  

We respect your hard work –  

We respect your diligence –  

We respect your outspokenness –  

We respect your will to help others 

 

We trust that you will be honest –  

We trust that you will be respectful –  

That you will be fair 

And that you will care.  

 

 

That you will go from a citizen of our community and become one of 
many other communities –  

For the citizenship that SEM has taught you  - knows no bounds.  

We believe that you have just as much of a right to ownership of this 
world –  

Just as much of a right to the consideration of its people –  
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Just as much of a right to raise your SEMINIST voice 

 To help protect 

To challenge the status quo 

To raise awareness 

And to defend your rights and the rights of those who are defenseless  

Basically – your Honor – allows you to say –  

I’m a Sem girl – I can do anything! 

And - - even if you make a mistake – for that is bound to happen – as 
you are a human and trying out your powers for the first time – that 
you are mightier for asking for assistance than allowing yourself to be 
buried  - especially when you sisters, your teachers & your families 
believe in the strength of your character.  

 

On this day, June 14th, 2016 - In just a few minutes –  

You are going to walk out of this church with another character trait 
attached to your being – one that will help you define who you are 
and one that will affect – profoundly – all of us at Sem. 

 

For you have the esteemed Honor of now being a SEM ALUMNA –  

And this Honor will proceed you – because of each alumna before 
you, in letters of recommendation, on resumes &  by word of mouth –  

It will open doors –  

Release possibilities –  

And allow for many adventures both planned & un planned.  
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Oh - And the bit about how this addition to your character will 
profoundly affect us?   

 

 

Think about it –  

You are the seeds leaving the “Forget-me-Not” flower. 

 

We are here – holding down the garden – educating more amazing 
women, preparing them for the world, as we have done with you – 
watering them with love & teaching them with sunshine.   

Where you end up flying away to and planting yourself to grow - - 
how you affect other gardens, yards and valleys will determine how 
the rest of the world sees our species of flower.  

The next batch of seelings will watch you fly, look to you for guidance 
and follow your paths or be empowered to forge their own  

You are what will make people “Forget – SEM – Not”  - because you 
are going to venture out with Honor –  

 

Hold your heads high –  

Lead with grace & dignity –  

Allow your character to shine and use your power for good – for as 
Vladimir says in Waiting for Godot: 

Let us not waste our time in idle discourse!  

(Pause. Vehemently.)  

Let us do something, while we have the chance!  
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It is not every day that we are needed.  

Not indeed that we personally are needed.  

Others would meet the case equally well, if not better.  

To all mankind they were addressed, those cries for help still ringing in our ears!  

But at this place, at this moment of time, all mankind is us, whether we like it or 

not.  

Let us make the most of it, before it is too late!  

 

My friends - Go forth & play your part well –  trust your character - 
we are all watching!  


