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One School's Field of DreamsGreetings of the Season

Head of School Jody Douglass

December has arrived in 
Buffalo, and once more 
the city is in the news 
for a traffic snarl on the 
thruway during a snow 
storm! But the snow 
has not slowed us down 
during this busy holiday 
season. At Sem we are 
preparing to hang the 
greens, celebrate Revel, 
and hold the annual 
Holiday Bazaar! The 
seniors have organized a 
date dance even as they 
await early notification 
from colleges. The winter 
sports season is under 
way with squash and 
basketball tournaments, 

fencers dueling, and many students practicing yoga or working 
out on fitness equipment. The first academic semester is nearly 
complete; major projects, labs, and research papers must be 
finished before the mid-January exams.

In this season, however, we also pause to reflect on our spiritual 
core and the connections we have formed to those we love. 
A recent study of self-esteem conducted by the University of 
Minnesota identified three factors that help girls weather 
adolescence successfully.  Along with connections to adults and 
positive academic experiences, spiritual connectedness was found 
to play an important role.  Whether they attended religious services 
or not, girls who felt linked to a pattern beyond themselves had 
higher self-esteem.

At Sem there is a sense of community that is profound. Every young 
woman and every adult is bound by a belief that we share a history 
and community that gives us strength. The words of the final 
verse of To Alma Mater reflect the influence of Sem on each of us: 
"Wherever we may be, 'mid joy or grieving, Thy faith, th' inspiring 
thought of thy believing, Lift us to better things, To worthy living. "

This school is much more than a collection of teachers and students. 
The honor code that we live by, inspires each individual to remain 
grounded in the time-honored traditions needed to continuing 
learning and growing far beyond high school and to serve our 
communities with strength and vision. As I meet Sem alumnae, they 
nearly always say that the education they received here was more 
important and more powerful than any in the rest of their lives.

I hope that you share the joy of the winter season as you sit by your 
own home fire. At Sem, the education that inspired so many strong 
women of the past continues to empower our girls to go forth with 
energy and passion for the future.

Best wishes for a joyful New Year!

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held October 12 to celebrate esthetic and 
functional improvements to Sem's 56-year-old Larkin Field, including a steel 

fence, a wrought-iron gate and a handicap-accessible ramp.

Under a blue autumn sky, Sem's Head of School Jody Douglass welcomed school 
officials, friends and some special guests. "This is a great day for our school and for 
our neighborhood," she said with a smile. Ms. Douglass explained how important 
it was for the playing field to be visible to the school's Elmwood Village neighbors 
and more accessible to visitors attending games. When the original wall was still 
in place, passersby had no idea what was behind the imposing concrete and thick 
vines. Replacing the wall with a beautiful fence in 2009 was a significant step 
toward a more inviting presence. This past summer, a new wrought-iron gate and a 
stone ramp completed Larkin Field's 21st-century facelift.

A few minutes after Jody Douglass' opening remarks, the senior three co-captains 
of Sem's varsity soccer team - Taylor Amico, Elizabeth Bassett and Sarah Miller 
- presented commemorative soccer balls to family members from The Paul J. 
Koessler Foundation and The Helen Dent Lenahan Foundation. Signed by all the 
players on the Sem soccer team, the balls were a small token of the school's 
appreciation.

Among the day's guests was Helen Dent Lenahan, president of The Helen Dent 
Lenahan Foundation and a 1945 graduate of Sem. As an extroverted, athletic high 
school student, Mrs. Lenahan had earned a number of letters for her gym tunic. It 
seemed only natural that she would be there with her grandchildren to help unveil 
her alma mater's reinvigorated playing field.

When it was finally time to cut the ribbon, the youngest members of both the 
Koessler and Lenahan families were eager to help. After the last piece of red 
ribbon fell away, everyone moved to the field for the ceremonial coin toss. By 
half past four, the guests of honor had joined other soccer fans to cheer from the 
sidelines. Meanwhile, the Sem players took to the field and met the team from 
Mount Saint Mary's Academy.  

In addition to donations from The Paul J. Koessler and Helen Dent Lenahan 
Foundations, the school received financial support from The Richard W. Rupp 
Foundation and several individual donors for the Larkin Field renovation. 

This is an excerpt from an article written by Gwen Baggs Ito '81 that 
appeared in an October 2010 post for Buffalo Rising at buffalorising.com. 
For more exciting ribbon cutting events, please see page 6.
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Internationally acclaimed author Maxine Hong Kingston visited Buffalo 
Seminary on Wednesday, December 1, and addressed the school community 

during an afternoon assembly.

Sem students read The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among 
Ghosts, Ms. Kingston's first book, in their English classes. Before her arrival, 
Dr. Benjamin Joplin, chair of the English Department, explained: "The students 
are looking forward to meeting her and asking her questions about her most 
famous book, as well as other aspects of her life as a writer and activist."

A native of California, Maxine Hong Kingston is the daughter of Chinese 
immigrants. She earned critical acclaim with her debut book, which won the 
National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction in 1976. Highlighting the 
stories of five women, The Woman Warrior blends Chinese history, myths 
and personal memoir to create a powerful narrative. Ms. Kingston's other 
books include China Men, the 1980 sequel to The Woman Warrior, which was 
awarded the 1981 National Book Award. She has written two novels, Tripmaster 
Monkey and Hawaii One Summer, and her most recent books are To Be the 
Poet and The Fifth Book of Peace. In addition to the National Book Critics Circle 
Award and the National Book Award, she has been honored with the PEN 
West Award for Fiction, an American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters 
Literature Award, as well as a National Humanities Medal from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities.

In addition to her afternoon appearance at Sem, Ms. Kingston was the featured 
speaker at Kleinhans Music Hall as part of Just Buffalo Literary Center's 2010-2011 BABEL lecture series.

Internationally Acclaimed Author Visits Sem

Cum Laude Society Inductees

In Morning Meeting on Friday, November 12, five members of the Class of 
2011 were inducted into the Buffalo Seminary Chapter of the Cum Laude 

Society: Sarah Collins, Patricia Haddad, Elizabeth Ruh, Nicole Ruh and 
Yeon Soo Kim.

The Cum Laude Society, a national organization with more than 300 
chapters, honors scholastic achievement at secondary institutions, 
just as Phi Beta Kappa honors scholastic achievement at the university 
level. Sem's Chapter of the Cum Laude Society was founded in 1950, 
and induction into the society represents the highest academic award 
that a student can receive. Membership is based solely on academic 
achievement. No more than 20 percent of the senior class may be 
inducted each year.

Faculty members Judy Kramer and Dr. Sara Sieczkarski led Friday's 
induction ceremony. Afterwards, special guest Amy Martoche '88, Vice 
Chair of Sem's Board of Trustees, delivered an inspiring talk in which she 
stressed the importance of risk taking and hard work. Complementing the 
ceremony, the Sem Glee Club, directed by Ron Martin, sang its rendition of 
Gaudeamus Igitur, the popular academic song often performed at school 
ceremonies. A reception for inductees and their parents was held in West-
Chester Hall.

Congratulations to our fall 2010 inductees!

To listen to Amy Martoche's speech, visit our Web site at buffaloseminary.org.

Patricia Haddad, Elizabeth Ruh, Amy Martoche, Sarah Collins, Nicole Ruh 
and Yeon Soo Kim

Maxine Hong Kingston chats with students at a reception in her honor 
following her informal reading in the chapel.  Kingston described the 
Sem students as "brilliant" and "adorable."  After fielding questions 
posed to her about genre, types of narrators, etc., she proclaimed Sem 
students asked "the best questions."

"We are honored to welcome a BABEL speaker to Sem for the second year in a row," said Head of School Jody Douglass. "Maxine Hong Kingston's life and art 
are especially relevant to our mission of empowering young women to explore the world in which they live and to learn to think for themselves."
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Contemporary artist 
Megan Greene served 

as Sem's Fall 2010 Colby-
Oishei Artist. On Tuesday, 
November 23, she spent 
the day at school visiting 
art classes and talking 
with students. Her newest 
exhibition, inspired by 
Birds of America as drawn 
by 19th-century artist 
John James Audubon, 
opened at Sem on Monday, 
November 29, and 
remained on view through 
Wednesday, December 8.

The artist has long explored images from nature, and the idea for this latest 
endeavor came to her after she found an old book of Audubon's drawings 
in her parents' house. Neysa Page-Lieberman, Director of Exhibitions at 
Columbia College Chicago and lecturer at the Art Institute of Chicago, 

Megan Greene: Fall 2010 Colby-Oishei Artist

Megan Greene

describes the latest exhibition as "a collaborative discourse." She explains 
that "a series of 19th-century prints, meant to document an artist's life-long 
painstaking pursuit to capture the birds of America, is presented in a new 
scintillating language with 21st-century concerns."

A native of Buffalo, NY, Megan Greene lives and works in Chicago, IL. She 
graduated with honors from the University of Notre Dame in 1998, receiving 
the Emil Jacques Gold Medal of Fine Art and the Mabel Mountain Award 
for Achievement in Painting. She earned an MFA degree from Rutgers 
University in 2002, and was awarded the Dean Bettenbender Memorial 
Performance Award. Ms. Greene also received a Rotary Ambassadorial 
Scholarship to study in New Zealand. Her recent exhibitions include Hallwalls 
Contemporary Art Center in Buffalo, Katharine Mulherin Contemporary Art 
Projects in Toronto, the Institute of Contemporary Art in Maine and the 
Carrie Secrist Gallery in Chicago. Her work is held in permanent collections 
at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery and the Burchfield Penney Art Center.

"I've been an artist my entire life," Ms. Greene explains. "Making art 
is challenging and rewarding as well as being the filter by which I process 
information. I try to live an inquisitive, engaged life."

What makes a play phenomenal? A lot of hard work 
and the willingness to take creative risks.

From Wednesday, November 10, through Saturday, 
November 13, audiences in The Margaret L. Wendt 
Performing Arts Center were treated to an all-girls 
production of William Shakespeare's classic tragedy, 
Romeo and Juliet. The two-and-a-half-hour play showcased 
the talents of dedicated students of theater; audiences 
witnessed everything from spirited sword fighting to 
tender proclamations of love to dramatic death scenes. 
Presented as intimate theater-in-the-round, the play 
featured a minimal set. Staging relied on the shifting 
around of 2-by-2 black styrofoam boxes. A white balcony 
constructed of plywood and plaster was the only elaborate 
prop, setting the stage for some of the most famous 
romantic lines ever written. Because of the sparse set, the 
strength of the production emanated from the emotional 
power of the girls themselves, as they inhabited their 
particular roles.

As Juliet, Bella Dixon '12 exuded an other-worldly beauty 
and sweetness, complemented by a filial stubbornness. 
Margaret Mugel '11 brought an earnest and tenacious 
presence to her portrayal of Romeo, the romantic dreamer first smitten by 
Rosaline and then captivated by the only daughter of the Capulets. Emily 
Glick '13 was an exceptionally fierce Tybalt, and Eryn Catus '14 as Mercutio 
delighted audiences with fast moves and even faster wit. Jane Bertelsen 
'13 played the Nurse, Juliet's confidante, with depth and maturity. Eliza 
Hopkins '13 became the play's flawed moral center as the scheming but 
well-intentioned Friar Laurence. In between acts, Madison Gacioch '13, 
who portrayed feisty Benvolio, and Raina Duggirala '13, who was the 
authoritative Prince Escalus, also served as troubadours. The girls took 
turns performing music they'd written especially for the play by singing and 
playing acoustic guitar.

Romeo and Juliet 

This was the first Sem production for theater instructor Susan Drozd, 
who joined the faculty in September. Her goal was to teach Sem students 
that Shakespeare isn't difficult. "In fact, when you make Shakespeare's 
words your own, it opens up the doors of communication," she explained. 
Asked how she felt about her Sem debut, she replied: "It was a wonderful 
experience. It's pretty great to be surrounded by girls totally geeked out 
about Shakespeare! I'd say we are off to a terrific start."

We congratulate everyone who played a role in Romeo and Juliet – whether 
she was on stage or behind the scenes. It was indeed a brilliant production!
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2011

June 3 - 4
R E U N I O N

8 Special Tribute To
 Those With Class Years
 Ending in 1 and 6

8 2nd Annual All Alums/SOs
Party, Saturday Evening

Strive for the Cup!
The Oshei Cup will be 
awarded at  Reunion Dinner 
Friday, June 3, to the class with
the most money contributed in 
support of Sem's Annual Fund!

Join the Reunion Club by increasing 
your Annual Fund Gift by 50% and help 
your class move closer to attaining the coveted Cup.

October Adventures

Shortly after midnight on Friday, October 8, the members of the junior class and 
their faculty advisors boarded a bus headed for Washington, DC. Over the next 

three days, they visited many of the famous cultural and historical landmarks in 
or around our nation's capital, including Arlington National Cemetery, the Lincoln 
Memorial, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the National Portrait Gallery, Ford's 
Theatre, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Washington Monument and 
the World War II Memorial. Day two included a tour of the Supreme Court and 
Capitol Hill, as well as a visit to the Newseum. On their last day before traveling 
home, the group visited the White House, the Smithsonian Institution and the 
National Archives.

Those who stayed behind in Buffalo enjoyed a respite from regular classes as well. 
Special activities were planned for freshmen, sophomores and seniors for Friday, 
October 8. The freshmen and their faculty advisors spent the morning working 
outdoors to clean up a section of Delaware Park. The sophomore class, along 
with their advisors, braved fierce winds to paddle canoes in teams of two and 
three along the Buffalo River. Seniors enjoyed a sleep-over in West-Chester Hall 
on October 7, followed by a leadership retreat facilitated by Head of School Jody 
Douglass the following morning.

For further information call
Carolyn Clark at 716.885.6780, ext. 221.

Sem's Annual Fund grows one 
donor at a time. Its success as 

a reliable source of unrestricted 
funds for the school depends on 
the generosity of those who give 
year after year. 

Consistent giving is the 
cornerstone of any successful 
Annual Fund campaign, and 
Sem is fortunate to have 
alumnae, family, and friends 
who choose to make the school 
a philanthropic priority.

As a good steward of your 
thoughtful investment, we 
continue to strive for excellence 
in all programs in our ongoing 
effort to provide an exceptional 
education for our young 
women. 

To show your support and 
confidence in educating college-
bound young women, please 
visit our secure Web site to 
make an online donation at  
buffaloseminary.org. 

Thank you.

 $420,000

 $400,000

 $350,000

 $300,000

 $250,000

 $200,000

 $150,000

 $100,000

Supporting Sem'S AnnuAl Fund
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Buffalo Seminary Alumnae Association
meSSAge From JenniFer prince BronStein '78

BSAA President Jennifer Prince Bronstein '78  with Fall 
Luncheon guest speakers, Sem faculty members Doug and 
Kyle Hopkins

Remembering Marcia Pottle Reynolds '47

This past June we lost a dear member 
of the Sem community: Marcia Pottle 

Reynolds '47. In addition to being the 
proud mother of Elizabeth "Emmy" 
Reynolds Schwartz '73, Marcia served 
as a faculty member of Sem's Fine Arts 
Department from 1972 to 1992. 

Her memorial service was held at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church on 
June 24, 2010. Here are three tributes 
to Marcia – from a colleague, a former 
student and her son.

For 20 years, Marcia guided freshmen 
at Buffalo Seminary through the arcane 
process of molding clay, baking it in 
the kiln and marveling at the art they 

created. While teaching them about art, she gave them an experience 
that broadened their appreciation of what it meant to be part of Buffalo 
Seminary. She was both loved and admired not only by her students, but by 
all her colleagues at Seminary as well. Even after leaving as a teacher, she 
continued her presence at school through frequent visits and as a participant 
(lively, engaging and fun) in the Seminary Faculty and Friends Book Club.
-Gary Sutton

Dear Alumnae (all 3,100 of you!),

Your Alumnae Association Board of Directors has been busy as usual. This year's 
(October) Fall Luncheon was terrific, attended by many of our local alums. The Fall 
Luncheon is always held in Upper West-Chester and the Performing Arts Center, and 
the Board of Directors put a lot of effort into making it special for our Alums. We 
had incredibly great speakers this year—Doug and Kyle Hopkins (now both Seminary 
teachers)—talking about their six-year sailing adventure around the world. We sold 
our Alumnae Association Colonial Candle boxes in support of our Scholarship Fund; 
there was an Alum (Anne Forrester '63) jewelry table, fall decorations everywhere, 
plus a little wine.

As always, the Holiday Bazaar was a resounding success and continued to be a major 
fundraising effort. Not only does it raise significant money for our Scholarship Fund, 
but it also engages everyone at school, alumnae, students, parents, faculty and staff, 
in an activity that is loads of fun, exciting and brings to the school an event full of 
special feelings of good will of the season. We saw lots of friends and neighbors who 
enjoyed the special ambiance of the day as they shopped for holiday gifts, picked up 
their wreaths, bought their poinsettias and enjoyed special foods of the season.

By New Year, the Board will take on the work of our structure and committee tasks: 
Nominating, Scholarship, By-laws, Communications, and of course the planning of the 
Reunion Dinner, which the Board is proud to bring back to the 20th Century Club—
founded by graduates and the site of numerous Reunion Dinners over the years. Don't 
miss it, it promises to be one full of memories, tradition, laughter and tears. 
 
Best regards to all,
Jennifer Prince Bronstein
President of the Alumnae Association
Class of 1978 

As an elementary-school student, I was never good at art, and in fact, 
frequently dreaded art class. When I came to Sem, Mrs. Reynolds taught 
my freshman art class and she was very encouraging. I remember telling 
her that didn't have an artistic bone in my body. She challenged me on 
that point, and then quickly encouraged me to try my hand at a ceramic 
piece, which I intended to give to my mother. To my surprise, not only 
did the dish turn out well – I enjoyed making it! So much so that I was 
undeterred in creating another, which I gave to my piano teacher.
-Gwen Baggs Ito '81

She was not just one for the status quo. She was creative, she was open 
to new ideas, she spread joy by expressing herself…she was hands-
on. Nowhere was this approach more evident than in her love for and 
practice of the arts. There's nothing more hands-on than forming clay 
on a pottery wheel. As a teacher of crafts at Buffalo Seminary, and 
for her own enjoyment, Mom took a hands-on approach to so many 
different arts and crafts media – pottery, enameling, batik, macramé, 
weaving, sculpting, knitting, collages, painting, photography and on and 
on. Hands-on. She loved to try something new; she was always up for 
a new challenge, and most of the time the result was pretty good if not 
excellent. Many of us are fortunate to have works of her art in our homes 
by which we can remember her.
- An excerpt from the eulogy delivered by Marcia's son, Mike 

Marcia Pottle Reynolds at her 
60th Reunion



6

the JAmeS h. cummingS FoundAtion, inc. clASSroom

m&t BAnk'S reFurBiShed clASSroom with 
hArkneSS tABle And windSor chAirS

Robert J. Kresse, Janet Loew Day and Thomas D. 
Lunt, Trustees of Margaret L. Wendt Foundation, 
shown here with Sem Trustees, Life Trustees, 
Honorary Trustees, faculty, staff and students, cut 
the ribbon for the opening of The Margaret L. Wendt 
House.  Margaret was a 1903 graduate of Sem.

Representing The James H. Cummings 
Foundation, Inc., Director Richard C. Bryan, 
Director Charles F. Kreiner, Jr. and Executive 
Director William Joyce cut the ribbon on a high-
tech classroom for distance learning.

Representing M&T Bank, Shelley Cole Drake '66 (center) 
shown here with Board of Trustees Chair Kevin O'Leary 
and Head of School Jody Douglass cut the ribbon on a 
newly refurbished first-floor classroom

the mArgAret l. wendt houSe

Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies
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1934
Lois Daly Wright: "Life is still good 
and I'm hanging in.  Only five of us 
left...not bad.  Keep up the good 
work.  I'm proud of Sem's spirit and 
continued innovation."    Doris 
Chanter Keough: Included in Doris 
Keough's Annual Fund gift was the 
following: "In support of a great 
school--may it live forever!"

1937
Anne Gladding Stern: "Last spring I 
celebrated my 90th birthday with my 
two daughters, my two sons-in-law, 
my five grandchildren and my great-
granddaughter."

1939
Margaret Metzger Keane: "While 
attending a family wedding in 
Manchester Center, VT, I called on 
famous classmate Jane Botsford 
Armstrong.  Her grin was snide and 
welcoming!"

1940
Betty Johnson Ott: "Our 60th 
Reunion in 2010 was a very exciting 
gathering with 10 classmates (four 
from out of town and six locals) 
participating in activities.  Our class 
won the Oshei Cup this year for 
achieving the highest percentage 
of participation in Annual Fund 
contributions."

1944
Joanne Howard Kouris: "Tri-for-
the-Cure (a Triathlon for Women) 
on August 1, 2010, at Cherry 
Creek State Park will have at least 
two three-generational teams 
competing.  One of the Tri-Gen 
team includes Denver residents 
Joanne Kouris (Nana) who will 
swim the 1/2 mile open water, her 
daughter Cynthia Kouris-Wilkerson 
who will do the 12-mile bike ride, 
and her granddaughter (16) Eleah 
Wilkerson who will run the 5K."

1945
Patricia Kendall Shotwell: "It was 
fun to gather in Needham in July 
with other Sem alums and hear 
news of great things going on at 
Bidwell Parkway."    Martha 
Farrar: "I thought of you all at 
reunion time.  I wish I'd been there."

1948
Margaret Collins Wehrly: "It has 
been a tough year so far.  In April I 
fractured my right arm badly and 
spent six weeks in rehab.  In July I 
had knee replacement surgery.  A 
month later I developed a MRSA 
infection in that knee and self 
administered IV antibiotics."   
  Wendy Read Wells included 
the following class note with her 
memorial contribution for Cora 
"Corky" Dickinson Becker: "As an 
'outlander' from Orchard Park, I 
often spent the night at the home 
of one friend or another.  I loved 
being with Corky and her parents 
(her sisters were somewhat 
older), especially the evening in 
August when, with her neighbors 
the Hughes boys, we joined 
the exuberant crowds on Main 
Street downtown to celebrate V-J 
Day—in conga lines!"

1951
Mary Anne Tracy Lambert: "After 
a great trip to Hawaii, Bob has 
been hospitalized for two and 
a half months with multiple 
myeloma and pneumonia.  He is 
very weak but recovering with 
physical therapy.  In my free time 
I am gardening and enjoying visits 
from Robin, Bryce and Lance."

1953
Helen Jones: "I finally retired 
January 31st after 23 years at 
UMass Lowell.  On my to-do list 
is a return to my artwork begun 
at Sem."

1954
Kathryn Baker Fleischman: "Jerry 
and I celebrated our golden 
wedding anniversary with a gala 
weekend in Hilton Head in July.  
Seventy guests, including twenty 
from out of town, joined us in 
sharing three days of festivity and 
many loving memories."  
  Louise Zeller Curley: "Enjoyed 
a mini-reunion at the 20th 
Century Club with Marjorie 
House Keller, Joan Dickey Taggart 
and Claire Miller McGowan when 
back in Buffalo.  Also, saw Claire 
at Longboat Key and Sarasota in 
March."

1955
Heather McDougal Holmes: "I'm a 
docent at the Salvador Dali Museum 
in St. Petersburg, FL.  I chair the 
scholarship program for Rotary.  I 
enjoy project work with AAUW, 
Quester, and St. John the Divine 
Episcopal Church.  Currently I play 
tennis with a Tampa Bay tennis 
league."

1956
Holly Rich Hall: "Looking forward to 
our 55th Reunion."

1957
Mary Louise Norton Flanagan: "I 
hear from Sandy Hall Doyle, Ellen 
Brock Narins, Gayle LaForge Radnich, 
and Gail Alford Gundlah on a regular 
basis.  All is well here.  We welcomed 
a granddaughter on January 30, 2010 
(Lucy Leah Chambalero).  She joins 
our two grandsons, Pearce, 11, and 
Colin, 9, who adore their new cousin 
and are good little babysitters for her.  
At this time they think she is fun, 
but the day will come when she gets 
into their toys here at our house and 
will no longer be so much fun. I have 
already been told to get 'girl stuff' 
for her."    Susan Choate Smith 
McConnell: "Adopted granddaughter 
Olivia Hase turned two.  An 
enchanting child.  Isn't it neat to be a 
grandparent at last!"

1960
Elizabeth Levy: "What a wonderful 
reunion!"    Nancy Noehren 
Melling: "My father is alive and well 
at 92.  Each of our two children have 
two children who we think are very 
special.  George and I continue to 
travel to Europe, most often walking 
in the mountains from town to 

Class Notes

town, carrying our clothes, etc. in a 
backpack."

1961
Evelyn Lipp Harman: "Back at 
Frederick House!  Thought we had 
sold the hotel, but after five years 
the buyers disappeared.  Perhaps 
another joint birthday party is in 
order....  2013?"

1966
Sally Stouten Hatch: "My mother, 
Mary Tornow Stouten '44, is doing 
very well in 'assisted living' in 
Greensboro, NC, living near Molly 
[Stouten]'70, and I visit regularly."  
  Shelley Cole Drake: On October 
14th, at its 2010 Reflections Awards 
and Scholarship Dinner, Trocaire 
College honored Shelley, President 
of M&T Charitable Foundation, with 
its President's Award for Community 
Service.

1967
Joanne Seay Byrd: "Greetings from 
the sunny climes of North Carolina!  
Ron and I had a busy summer as 
our son Brandon completed his 
MA in Comparative History at the 
College of William and Mary.  A 
Davidson grad as well, he moved to 
UNC Chapel Hill to begin his Ph.D. 
this fall!  Lots of packing!  Lesley, 
our daughter, (U of Richmond 
and American U) is thriving in DC 
employed as a government analyst."
  Molly Love Quackenbush: Molly, 
Executive Director of the Theodore 
Roosevelt Inaugural National 
Historic Site, was nominated for 
a 2010 Athena Award, honoring 
an individual in Buffalo Niagara 
who demonstrates support for the 
goals of women professionals, and 
provides significant and selfless 
assistance on their behalf.  Molly's 
quoted proudest professional 
accomplishment: "Working with 
our team of trustees, staff and 
volunteers to reinvent the TR site 
for the 21st century.  Completed in 
2009, the project encompassed a 
carriage house addition, upgrades 
to the historic Wilcox Mansion 
and the introduction of an exciting 
new tour experience."    Barbara 
Silverstein: "I had a great time 
catching up with Connie Schweitzer 
and Caryl Fleischman Brent on my 
last trip to Buffalo.  It had been 
years but seemed like yesterday."

At a recent Sem gathering, Life 
Trustee Rosemary Smith Marlette '41
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1968
Madeleine Ambrus Lillie: 
"Daughter, Karen '05, is a freshman 
at University at Buffalo Medical 
School after graduating from 
Princeton and spending a year as a 
Fulbright scholar in Ottawa."  
  Ann Quackenbush: "If you get 
to Longboat Key near Sarasota, 
come see us.  We just bought two 
kayaks.  Sister Sue, Kathy Stoesser 
and I had a great trip to Italy, visiting 
Lake Como, Cinque Terre and 
Milan."

1969
Cynthia Hettler-Ingerson: "I am 
enjoying retirement after 32 years 
as a middle-school counselor.  I am 
the proud grandmother of four, so 
we are very busy."

1970
Sharon Pfeifer Donahue: "It 
as wonderful seeing my 'old' 
classmates at our 40th Reunion and 
interesting to learn the various 
paths our lives have taken.  See 
you all at our 45th!"    Jody Katz 
Chassin: "Our 40th Reunion was such 
a blast!  Thank you, Ellen Goldstein, 
for having us all over to your house 
Thursday night for dinner and for 
inviting Sem's current Head, Jody 
Douglass, to join us.  Thank you to 
Sumara Lopes, who made the long 
trip from Brazil to be with us all in 
Buffalo.  It was great to see you!"

1974 
Debra Reilly-Culver:  "Elizabeth 
Waagen '75 and her beautiful 
mother, Arlene, hosted me to dinner 
in Boston this spring – what a 

delightful evening spent 'telling Sem 
stories' and looking at old 
needlepoint projects."    Mary 
"Memo" Oshei: "Shea's is 
wonderful!  Come see our terrific 
shows.  If you bring a group of 
15, call me at 716-829-1153.  My 
mom's home is the 2011 Decorator 
Showhouse and we are thrilled.  I 
hope lots of Sem friends come in 
the spring to see it."

1979
Ann Goldman More: "Melinda 
'Linny' Rath Sanderson '80 
completed her first triathlon, and I 
completed a duathlon, placing 2nd in 
my age group.  It was great to meet 
up with Linny after all these years at 
the Riverside Credit Union Summer 
Sizzler Triathlon/Duathlon, held 
August 7, 2010, at Beaver Island 

State Park in Grand Island, NY."  
  Pamela Pozarny: Pam's parents 
wrote: "Our daughter, Pam, is based 
in Rome, Italy, but travels to many 
parts of Africa for her work as part 
of the United Nations.  She loves her 
work."

1980 
Madonna Ortega Dunbar: "Hello, 
Everyone, I am still living at Lake 
Tahoe with Pablo and our dog, Zia.  
My job as environmental educator 
remains exciting, challenging, 
rewarding and tiring.  I would love to 
see classmates.  We have a guest 
room at 7500 ft. – come play at 
Tahoe, winter or summer!"   
   Melinda Rath Sanderson: 
Melinda, Executive Director of 
the Canisius College Women's 
Business Center, was nominated 

2010 ATHENA Young Professional Amy Schmit '88, 2010 
ATHENA nominees Molly Love Quackenbush '67 and  Melinda 
Rath Sanderson '80, and 2009 ATHENA Young Professional 
Amy C. Martoche '88

Congratulations to Melinda Rath Sanderson '80 and Molly 
Quackenbush '67, who were named two of this year's 10 nominees 

for the 2010 ATHENA Award, and to Amy Schmit '88, who received 
the 2010 ATHENA Young Professional Award. All three women were 
honored on November 5 at the 21st ATHENA Award® Luncheon, hosted 
by The Buffalo Niagara Partnership and held at the Adam's Mark Hotel. 
 
According to Director of Admissions Carrie Lyons Auwarter '96, who 
worked closely with Amy when she was a Trustee (2003-2008): "Amy 
Schmit is essentially the perfect role model for young women. She 
is a confident, intelligent and motivated career woman who is also 
compassionate and down to earth. To young girls, I think her message 
is that women can indeed be driven and successful as well as kind and 
compassionate." As one of her many contributions as a Trustee, Amy 
served on the search committee that brought Head of School Jody 
Douglass to Sem in 2007.

An excerpt from Amy's acceptance speech:

What I love most about the ATHENA is its emphasis on being a role 
model, and on supporting other women. When I think about role models, 
I think first of my parents – who taught my brother and me by example. 
Their hard work, modesty and mutual respect influenced us from an 
early age. More than anything, my parents believed in us beyond a 
shadow of a doubt. To this day, I don't think anyone has more faith in me 
than my parents do.

Other than home, few places influenced me more than my high school 
– Buffalo Seminary. It is so much more than a school. It is a community: 
one that thrives on the premise that each student is capable of achieving 
her ambition, and handling whatever the world sends her way. Of 
course, we were there to get an education, but the fact is that we left 
with knowledge no book could teach us: Know yourself. Respect yourself. 
Respect others. 

Eventually, we put all of the skills and beliefs that have been instilled 
in us to the test. We get jobs. We get involved in our communities. And 
inevitably, we learn that things are not always as they should be. We 
witness injustice. We experience discrimination.

As a result, we question our fundamental beliefs. Ultimately, we question 
ourselves. This is why role models – throughout our lives – are so 
important. They remind us to be true to ourselves, and to what we know 
to be true: That it is in us to get through life's challenges. Not only to 
survive them, but to be stronger because of them.

And so it is in the spirit of the goddess Athena – known for her strength, 
courage, wisdom and enlightenment – that I encourage each of us to 
cultivate these admirable qualities, not only in ourselves, but in those 
around us. We are all role models and we need to support each other.

See their individual Class Notes for more on these outstanding Sem Alums.

The ATHENA Award® honors individuals in our community who have attained and personify the highest level of professional excellence, demonstrate 
support for the goals of professional women, and provide significant and selfless assistance on their behalf. Last year the Young Professional Award was 
given to Amy Martoche '88, who serves as Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees at Sem.
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for a 2010 Athena Award, honoring 
an individual in Buffalo Niagara who 
demonstrates support for the goals of 
women professionals, and provides 
significant and selfless assistance 
on their behalf.  Melinda's proudest 
professional accomplishment: 
"Helping a women-owned business 
get a very large government contract 
as a result of applying the knowledge 
my team provided over the years 
and watching these women grow 
professionally."

1984
Maria Matala-Sullivan: "My daughter, 
Meghan '14, started Sem this 
fall.  She is doing very well and truly 
loves the school."    Lisa Faturos: 
Lisa has been named secretary of 
the board of directors of the Buffalo 
Chapter of the American Society of 
Women Accountants.

1988
Tara Ellis: As reported in the Sunday, 
August 15, 2010 edition of The 
Buffalo News: "The Hauptman-
Woodward Medical Research 
Institute appointed Tara A. Ellis 
chief of development and 
communications officer of the 
newly constituted Office of 
Development, Communications and 
Government Affairs.  Previously, 
Ellis was the director of public 
relations and government affairs 
at the research institute.  She 
received her bachelor's degree 
from the University at Buffalo and 
her master's degree from Syracuse 
University at S.I. Newhouse School 
of Public Communications."   
  Amy Schmit: Amy, Director of 
Special Projects, NYS Center for 
Excellence in Bioinformatics & 
Life Sciences, received the 2010 
Athena Young Professional Award, 
honoring an individual who is an 
emerging leader demonstrating 
excellence, creativity and initiative 
in her business or profession among 
other positive qualities.  Proudest 
professional accomplishment: 
"Having been part of a team that 
brought much needed resources 
to our community.  As Associate 
Director of the Buffalo Niagara 
Medical Campus, we procured 
millions of dollars in vital, federal 
infrastructure money, and wrote a 
grant for funding from the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation that 
named Buffalo as one of only 25 
Active Living pilot projects across 
the country."

1990
Katrina White Tober: "Trina is now 
assistant director of her nursery/
primary school at Regis College Lab 
School, teaching in the a.m. and 
administering in the p.m.  Her son 
Aaron started first grade!"

1993
Jessica White: The following was 
received from John and Kathy 
White, Jess' parents: "Jess is a 
second-year teacher in a K/1 
classroom at Rectory School in 
Pomfret, CT, just down the road 
from us.  She and her two kids, 
Noah (7) and Ava (3), are living with 
us for a second year." 

1994
Anne E. Curtis: "Maxwell Sebastian 
Antonuccio was born to Francesco 
Antonuccio and Anne Curtis, 
approximately 6 pm on 5/11/10, 
7 lbs. 14 oz., 22.4".

1997
Kate Franko: Kate's father, David 
Franko, wrote the following in an 
e-mail to the Development Office 
on August 18, 2010: "I would be 
remiss if I did not tell you that Kate 
has been awarded an American 
Association for the Advancement 
of Science (AAAS) Fellowship and 
begins work in September at the 
State Department in Washington, 
DC.  Her focus will be a Global 
Health Initiative.  Nonetheless, it 
will be great to have her back in the 
States after eight years overseas.  
She will still hold a part-time 
position with the Liggins Institute 
in New Zealand while working in 
Washington, so she will be very 
busy to say the least.  Her first 

assignment is to attend a meeting 
in Singapore, and she is traveling 
there as this is being written so her 
globetrotting activity continues."

2002
Emily Waite Battaglia: "Emily C. 
Waite married Louis J. Battaglia, her 
high school sweetheart, on June 
5, 2010.  Lou teaches history and 
government at Erie Community 
College and is a free-lance writer 
for a local newswire. Stefanie 
Jadd Susnow was Emily's matron 
of honor. Also in attendance were 
Shannon O'Hara '00, Lacy Ellinwood 
and Mary Szvoren '03. Emily is also 
celebrating her recent graduation 
from University at Buffalo Medical 
School.  She is delighted to be 
staying in Buffalo for her residency 
training in Internal Medicine 
through the University at Buffalo."

2006 
Julie Ramaccia: The following is 
from a letter received from the 
Director of the Honors Program 
at the University of Dayton in the 
fall of 2010: "Four years ago Julie 
Ramaccia from your high school 
chose to attend the University 
of Dayton as a member of the 
University Honors Program.  Julie 
graduated Magna Cum Laude this 
past May with an Honors with 
Distinction diploma.  She earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Communications: Public Relations.  
While at UD, Julie was an excellent 
student and role model.  She took 
the opportunity to study abroad in 
Rome, Italy.  She was a volunteer 
with 'Christmas on Campus' and 
served as Community Outreach 
co-chair.  Julie intends to pursue 
a Master's degree in her field.  

Thank you for this outstanding 
student.  We hope you will continue 
to encourage your most academically 
motivated seniors to investigate the 
University of Dayton."    Josiane 
Abou-Jaoude: "In June, Josiane 
completed her fourth year in the 
six-year pharmacy program at UB."  
  Eliane Abou-Jaoude: "In June, 
Eliane was graduated Summa Cum 
Laude from UB. At graduation she 
received the SUNY Chancellor's 
Award for Student Excellence, the 
highest honor bestowed upon an 
undergraduate student by SUNY.  
It recognizes students for their 
academic excellence with other 
aspects of their lives that may include 
leadership, athletics, community 
service, creative and performing 
arts, entrepreneurship or career 
achievement. Eliane entered medical 
school this fall."
 

2008
Lauren Moloney: Lauren is a 
junior at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute.  The following is from 
WPI October press releases: "Men's 
[yes, Men's] Crew Collegiate Four 
Wins Head of the Charles.  Men's 
Crew had a monumental day as 
the men's collegiate four won their 
race in the prestigious Head of the 
Charles Regatta.  They finished ahead 
of 40 teams including Wesleyan, 
Philadelphia University, University 
of Chicago and UMass.  The 
gold-winning crew consisted 
of Ricky, John, Ben, Hank and 
coxswain Lauren Moloney (Buffalo, 
NY)."  They also took a gold medal 
to defeat Amherst, Bowdoin and 
Wentworth in the Quinsigamond 
Snake Regatta.  "The men's open 
four A boat finished second overall, 
and first for a collegiate team on 
the Merrimac River at the Textile 
River Regatta.  Following WPI 
were Merchant Marine, Bowdoin, 
Wesleyan and a host of others."

2010
Shelby Fix: Shelby's parents, Paul 
and Lauren Fix, report the following: 
"Shelby Fix is at Marist taking creative 
advertising.  She just finished working 
for Midas International, teaching 
teens about not texting and driving."

Attending the BSAA Annual Fall Luncheon, Class of '87ers 
Claire Kresse White and Emily O'Connor Wyckoff
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A New Speaker Series Launched

Art's Eye View

Growing Our Residential Living Program

On Monday, November 22, Sem co-hosted a reception with Dana Hall School and The 
Hockaday School at the Half Moon Resort in Montego Bay, Jamaica. The reception was 

for families who may be considering a boarding-school option for their high-school-age 
daughters. Associate Director of Admissions Erin Ross Moses, who has traveled extensively 
to recruit students interested in attending high school to the Buffalo Niagara area, 
represented Sem.

Now in its second year, Sem's residential living program currently hosts 20 students from 
China, Korea, Jamaica and Waterloo, NY. Representing various grade levels, the girls live 
with house directors, three of whom are full-time faculty members. All three houses in 
our program are located minutes from our academic building. Each house is a single-
family dwelling and promotes a family-style boarding experience. Our residential program 
features a variety of extracurricular activities, designed to provide social and cross-cultural 
opportunities for both residential and day students.

Over the past year, our Admissions Team has participated in school fairs in Azerbaijan, 
Bahrain, Bermuda, Canada, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Mexico, Panama, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. 
The November reception was part of our second visit to Jamaica. 

One of the many extracurricular activities: a late summer 
bike ride along the Niagara River

With an aim toward serving our mission to make each girl proud of her ability 
to shape society rather than to be controlled by it and to awaken each 

student to the opportunities available to women, Buffalo Seminary enriches its 
rigorous programs by inviting distinguished individuals to share with the Seminary 
community their expertise and experiences on a multitude of subjects. Poets, 
artists, scientists, authors, politicians, scholars and lecturers provide unique 
insight into their diverse worlds through programs such as the Sandra P. Gilmor 
Scientist for Life Speaker Series, Wilkinson Poet, Adsit Lecture Series, Prince Family 
Lecture Series, Dillon Drama Series, Colby-Oishei Art Program.

New this year, Sem is launching a Human Rights Speaker and Film Series. The first 
of two planned events for this school year was held on Friday, September 24. 
Invisible Children's Face-to-Face Tour focused on the plight of the child soldiers 
and night commuters in northern Uganda. The program featured a documentary 
made by three American filmmakers and a follow-up discussion with student 
advocates from Uganda. Invisible Children, a non-profit organization based in 
California, uses film, creativity and social action to draw attention to the actions of 
the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) in Uganda's 20-year civil war.

The second event, to be held on Friday, January 21, 2011, will feature local author 
Nadia Shahram. She will discuss her new book and documentary; her focus is on 
how the misinterpretation of the Qur'an in family and criminal laws can affect 
Muslim women. A graduate of the University at Buffalo Law School, Shahram is an 
adjunct professor of law and licensed matrimonial mediator. 

So moved by the Invisible Children's program and the stories told by their 
student advocates, the freshmen in Art’s Eye View collaborated on a Ugandan-

inspired performance piece. Based on “The Story of the Fairy Bee,” a Ugandan 
folktale, the performance featured an original script written by Susan Drozd’s 
acting class, a dance choreographed by Kyle Hopkins’ dance class, and a lullaby 
and incidental music composed by Ron Martin’s music class.

Sem Snippets is published quarterly for 
alumnae, parents and friends of Buffalo Seminary.
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Charlotte Jacobs '13

Congratulations to Charlotte Jacobs '13! In addition to being a full-time student, Charlotte 
is an accomplished equestrienne who hopes to represent the U.S. in the Olympics one 

day. The Sem sophomore trains and shows year-round, including three months in Florida 
at the Wellington Equestrian Festival. Last summer she 
kept herself busy by practicing and competing with 
several different horses, and this fall, she participated 
in several high-profile shows, including the National 
Horse Show in November. Charlotte's most recent 
honor is receiving the Shalanno Style of Riding Award 
at the Washington International Horse Show in 
Washington, DC. The prestigious award is given to the 
Junior jumper rider who best exemplifies the American 
style of equitation (the rider's position while mounted) 
as modeled by Olympic medalists Joe Fargis, Conrad 
Homfeld and George Morris. 

An Accomplished Equestrienne

© JL Parker 2010

Three Sem students – Alexandra Holland '12, Jenn Cotto-Ecklund '11 and Ivey 
Spier '12 – attended the "What She's Made Of" Celebration 2010 in July. Hosted 

by the WNY Women's Fund and held at Kleinhans Music Hall, the program featured 
veteran news analyst and author Cokie Roberts, who served as the evening's guest 
speaker. Ms. Roberts used her keen wit and disarming candor to communicate the 
importance of female role models and mentors. Afterwards, she fielded questions 
from the audience. 
 
In her opening remarks, Executive Director Brigid Doherty presented the highlights of 
Pathways to Progress. Sponsored by the WNY Women's Fund and administered by the 
University at Buffalo Regional Institute, the report highlights critical issues affecting 
women and girls throughout Western New York, including poverty and teen pregnancy. 
 
"I was so impressed with the evening," said Ivey. "I'm inspired to let my friends know 
about the work of the Women's Fund, and figure out ways we can help, too."  
 
The students were accompanied by Dean of Students Helen Marlette, Director 
of Development Janie Urban Constantine '66 and Marketing & Public Relations 
Coordinator Gwen Baggs Ito '81.

"What She's Made Of" Celebration

A Message From the Sem Squash Team
thAnk you For helping mAke our dreAmS come true!

As all high school sports teams should, the 2010-2011 
Buffalo Seminary squash team starts this year with a solid 
commitment and great expectations. This year's team will be 
led by senior co-captains, Elizabeth Bassett and Sarah Miller, 
in pursuit of a second consecutive Western New York High 
School Championship. The middle of the lineup returns largely 
intact with the addition of Liza Marlette '13. Emily Glick '13 
and Da Som Kang '12 led the team in league victories last 
year, and Tori Lester '12 won several deciding matches in close 
wins. Catherine Sanderson '12 moves into the starting lineup 
this year based on hard work and great athletic ability. Several 
returning underclassmen and the addition of a number of 
freshmen raise hopes for a squash dynasty at Sem.

Made up of alums from the Classes 1992-2010, our 
newly formed Young Alumnae Council, will assist 

in building enthusiasm and expanding involvement 
from Sem's younger alums by reaching out and 
encouraging involvement in Young Alum acitivites.

For more information, contact Young Alumnae Council 
coordinator Moira Giammaresi '05, 716-885-6780.

young AlumnAe council

Through the 
thoughtful 
generosity of 
the Habib family 
and Petri Bakery 
Products, we are 
able to show our 
young alums 
we are thinking 
of them every year while they are away at college by 
sending each a box of delicious Petri cookies!
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