
Sem Snippets
Summer 2010

Nicole C. Lee '94
Nicole Lee is the first female President of TransAfrica 
Forum, one of the world's most prominent human 
rights organizations. She was appointed to her position 
in December 2006. Ms. Lee has worked as a human 
rights attorney in Africa, Latin America, and the 
Caribbean, where she gained a keen understanding of 
issues affecting global human and economic rights. She 
has traveled and lived abroad extensively. A resident 
of Haiti during the 1994 coup, Ms. Lee returned to the 
U.S. in 2004. She then settled in Washington D.C., and 

began her work with TransAfrica as the Director of Operations.

In her role as President of TransAfrica Forum, she has testified before the U.S. 
Congress about African aid and food security issues. She is a much sought-
after expert, having been interviewed on ABC-TV's "20/20," CNN's "Anderson 
Cooper 360,” National Public Radio, BBC television and radio, and numerous 
other shows. She has also been quoted in The Washington Post and USA 
Today. Her opinion editorials have been published in The Nation and many 
other print publications. 

Ms. Lee earned her J.D. from the University at Buffalo, where she has served 
as an International Law Fellow.

A School On The Move!

Last week three young 
filmmakers from New 

York City visited Sem as 
they prepared to shoot an 
independent movie project 
in Western New York. 
Though one of them had 
grown up in Buffalo, none 
had ever been inside this 
building. "It was as if I were 
taking a nostalgic journey 
through the past," he wrote 
after their tour. "But the 
best part was witnessing 
such a vibrant present and 
anticipating an exciting 
future for the students 
there. At the risk of sounding 
corny, Buff Sem struck us as 
a pretty magical place."

Buffalo Seminary is indeed a very special place. It is a school 
grounded in the traditions and heritage of generations of well-
educated women with a passion for learning and a commitment to 
community. It is also a lively intellectual community of teachers and 
students preparing for a vibrant future. This is a school on the move!

This summer, as Summer at Sem campers wander the halls and 
run outside to play games, there are numerous renovations under 
way. By September, a new handicapped-accessible gate with the 
Sem seal will welcome athletes to Larkin Field. On the first-floor 
hallway, we are refurbishing the six classrooms with Harkness 
tables and Windsor chairs to encourage the kind of lively debate 
and intellectual engagement so typical of a Sem seminar. At the 
end of that hall, in the space formerly occupied by the concrete 
steps of the gym balcony, there will be a state-of-the-art high-tech 
classroom which complements Sem's tablet computer program. 
The new room will enable our students to access online courses 
and will also provide a facility for our teachers to offer courses to 
students across the country and around the world.

On Potomac Avenue two doors from the school, a home is being 
readied for additional residential students who will arrive when 
school opens this fall. A very generous grant from the Wendt 
Foundation provided the support for this project. Approximately 
175 girls will study at Sem this year, and up to 25 of them will 
be residential students from China; Korea; Jamaica; Panama; 
Waterloo, NY; and Woodstock, CT. 

Finally, outstanding schools depend upon great teaching and 
the support of alumnae, parents, friends, and trustees. Sem is 
fortunate to have the commitment of an incredible faculty, an 
outstanding Board of Trustees, and many friends and family who 
give their time, energy, and resources. As you read about our 
new faculty and new trustees, I hope you will appreciate how 
fortunate we are to have them join our team. I would like to thank 
them and to thank all the others who support Sem. Please come 
for a visit this fall to experience the many glorious changes amid 
the strong traditions that make Sem such an amazing school! 

Head of School Jody Douglass

Linda Cornelius '71
A seasoned advertising executive, Linda 
Cornelius is the Senior Partner and Managing 
Director at Ogilvy & Mather of New York 
City. She has also worked for Siegel & Gale, a 
strategic branding firm, where she served as 
managing director of the firm's flagship New 
York office. Ms. Cornelius has expertise in both 
strategic planning and integrated, cross-channel 
marketing campaigns. Her client roster includes 
GTE, NYNEX, American Express, Campbell's 

Soup, Unilever, Ciba-Geigy, Hallmark Cards, General Foods, Motorola, 
Morgan Stanley, Ford, Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., and CBS News & 
Entertainment. Her advertising work has been recognized with five Effie 
Awards, three David Ogilvy Awards, and a Cannes Silver Lion; she was 
also inducted into the YWCA Academy of Women Achievers. She is a 
current board member and past President of the Effies, and an emeritus 
board member of the Children for Children Foundation of New York. 
Ms. Cornelius resides in Manhattan with her husband and two children. 
She earned her M.B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton 
School.

Michael F. Perley
Michael Perley is an attorney with Hurwitz & Fine, 
P.C. The proud father of Casey (Buffalo Seminary 
'04, Yale College '08 and Duke University '14), 
Mr. Perley is an accomplished defense attorney 
with experience in all types of litigation. He is a 
lead member of his firm's 24-Hour Emergency 
Response Team. Highly regarded by clients and 
peers alike, Mr. Perley was named one of the top 
10 lawyers in all of New York State (not including 
New York City) by New York Super Lawyer's 

Magazine in 2008. He has also been named to the Business First list of 
"Who's Who in Law." In 2008 he received the Pro Bono Service Award, 

We Welcome our neWest trustees

(continued on page 2)
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College Acceptances

Life and Honorary Trustees Appointed

Buffalo Seminary is proud to maintain a 100% college-acceptance rate 
for graduating seniors. This year two Ivy League schools – Cornell 

University and the University of Pennsylvania – round out the list of four-
year colleges or universities that have accepted students from the Class of 
2010. The following colleges have accepted one or more students from 
Buffalo Seminary's Class of 2010:

(Trustees, continued from page 1)

Allegheny College (7)
American University (2)
Bentley College
Boston College (3)
Boston University (2)
Brandeis University
Canisius College (7)
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Catholic University
Champlain College
Clark University (2)
Cleveland Institute of Art
Colby College
Colgate University
College of Wooster (2) 
Columbia College 
Cornell University
Denison University
Duquesne University (3)
Earlham College
Elon University (2)
Eugene Lang College
Fairfield University (2) 
Fashion Institute of Technology 
Fisk University
Florida Atlantic University
Fordham University
George Mason University
George Washington University (2) 
Georgetown University (2) 
Green Mountain College
Hamilton College (2)
Hiram College
Hobart & William Smith College (8)
Hofstra University
Howard University (2) 
Ithaca College (3) 
John Carroll University
Johns Hopkins University
Lafayette University
Lake Erie College
Lake Forest University (3) 
Le Moyne University
Loyola University (IL) (5) 
Loyola University (MD) 
Marist College
Mercyhurst College (4)
Merrimack College
Miami University (OH) 
Monmouth University

Nazareth College (4)
New York University (3)
Niagara University
Northeastern University (2)
Occidental College
Ohio Wesleyan University (3)
Pitzer College
Pratt University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (2)
Roanoke University (2)
Rochester Institute of Technology
Rollins College
Saint Joseph's University
St. Bonaventure University (4)
St. John Fisher College (2)
St. John's University (4)
St. Lawrence University (3)
Sarah Lawrence College
Siena College
Skidmore College (2)
SUNY Albany 
SUNY Brockport 
SUNY Buffalo (8)
SUNY Buffalo State (5)
SUNY Fredonia 
SUNY Geneseo 
SUNY New Paltz 
SUNY Oswego (2)
SUNY Stony Brook 
Syracuse University (2)
Thiel College
Trinity College (CT) (2)
Union College (2)
University of Illinois (Urbana)
University of Massachusetts (Boston)
University of Miami 
University of New England 
University of New Hampshire 
University of North Carolina (Asheville)
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Pittsburgh (2)
University of Richmond 
University of Rochester (3)
University of Vermont 
University of Virginia 
Washington University (St. Louis)
Wells College
Westminster College
Wittenberg University
Xavier University

Kevin O'Leary, Chair of the Board of Trustees, with the advisement of the 
Committee on Trustees, honored several individuals who have gone 

"above and beyond" for Buffalo Seminary by inviting them to become a Life 
Trustee. Former Trustees Amy J. Habib, Melanie Franco Nussdorf '67, and 
Charles Rice will join current Life Trustees. Kevin bestowed the distinction 
of Honorary Trustee status on the following individuals for their stalwart 
support of the school throughout the years: James L. Magavern, Mary Ross 
Rice '52, and Gary R. Sutton.

These fine individuals have shown outstanding dedication to Buffalo 
Seminary by demonstrating the qualities always valued by the school: 
leadership, scholarship and character. We are proud to have their names 
further linked with our history.

presented to him by the Hon. William Skretny of the U.S. District Court 
of the Western District of New York for his dedicated service to the 
federal court.

Mr. Perley is a past director (1999-2001) of the Western New York Trial 
Lawyers' Association, a member of the Defense Research Institute, 
and President of the Buffalo Chapter of the American Board of Trial 
Advocates. He received his J.D. from the Duke University School of Law 
in 1976, and graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. from the College 
of Holy Cross in 1973. He is a 1969 graduate of Canisius High School.

Jack Ruh
Born and raised in Orchard Park, NY, Jack Ruh is the third oldest in a 
family of five brothers and five sisters. He earned his B.A. in the classics 
from Brown University in 1979.

A successful businessman, Mr. Ruh has sold implantable pacemakers 
and defibrillators since 1981, first with Intermedics, Inc., and now 
with Medtronic. He and his wife, Maritza, own and manage the Village 
Glen Tennis Center in Williamsville, NY, as well as the South Towns 
Tennis Center in Orchard Park. The couple also own two self-storage 
facilities. The Ruhs have eight children. Their oldest, Alexandria, is a 
2009 graduate of Sem; she currently attends Elon University. Daughters 
Nicole, Elizabeth and Katherine are all members of the Class of 2011. 
Son Jack is a student at Canisius High School, while the three youngest 
children attend Nativity of Our Lord School in Orchard Park.

Mr. Ruh welcomes the challenges and opportunities that lay ahead as 
a new board member, but is quick to point out: "I've not served on any 
boards before and am unsure of what skill sets I have that might be 
germane." We are honored that this busy family man and entrepreneur 
has chosen Sem's Board of Trustees as his first board experience. He has 
been an active Sem parent for several years, and given his continued 
personal commitment to the school's future, we know he will, indeed, 
have much to contribute!

Michal Colby Wadsworth
A 1969 graduate of Northwestern University, Mrs. Wadsworth moved 
to Buffalo from Chicago in 1992. Since relocating to the Queen City, she 
has served on the boards of numerous organizations: Greater Buffalo 
Opera Company, Burchfield Penney Art Center, Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Shaw Festival, and Irish Classical Theatre Company. She 
currently serves as the Board President for ICTC. Mrs. Wadsworth 
graduated from Emma Willard School in 1965, and has served on 
her alma mater's board for the past decade. She has contributed her 
time and talent to numerous committees for Emma Willard, including 
Campaign Executive, Institutional Advancement, and Community 
Outreach. She also chairs the Major Donors committee, and serves 
as class agent and reunion chair. Mrs. Wadsworth has two grown 
daughters, one grandson and a one-month-old granddaughter. She is 
also a "rabid Sabres fan"!

Buffalo Seminary continually benefits from the outstanding leadership 
and guidance provided by our dedicated trustees. We are proud to 

welcome Linda, Nicole, Michael, Jack and Michal to this outstanding 
group of individuals!
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Graduation 2010

The Class of 2010 hamming it up before their formal photo

Proud graduates (top) Sarah Stoklosa and Kelsey Shea, 
(above) Robin Epes, Naomi Jackson and Alanna Anderson, 
(right) Kara Desiderio, Kara Olszowy, Jackie Sanders, Allison 
Joseph, Michela Gacioch, Jordan Joseph and Jasmin Koleini

On Tuesday, June 5, our 159th commencement was held at Westminster Presbyterian Church, following a decades-long tradition. The 
42 members of the Class of 2010 walked down the aisle, each wearing white and carrying a bouquet of roses. One of the highlights 

was the graduation speech delivered by Mara Hoffman '95. Here are some excerpts:

As I thought about what I should say today, I remembered being here myself, sitting where you are today. I asked myself what secrets or 
advice would I like to have been told. What would the me of right now tell the me 15 years ago? And more importantly, would I listen?
Dive into the world right now with an open mind and heart. Experiment, and find out what it is that makes you happy. 

Mara Hoffman '95 Addresses the Class of 2010

I have found that focus is the common trait in the 
most inspiring and accomplished people I have 
encountered.

Having faith in yourself is imperative. Trust your instincts and your intuition – 
nurture them and believe that they are valid. 

Let fear become your teacher; by knowing it well, you can learn how to move 
gracefully around it.

You are so privileged to have attended this school. You have been taught 
and mentored by teachers who are passionate and engaged. They have truly 
invested their energy in your future and they have believed in you. What an 
incredible gift – to be surrounded with motivation and faith in your ability to 
succeed. 

You have been given a map and the tools to use it, but not a free ride to your 
destination. It is your job now to take everything that you have learned and 
been given and make something special of it.

Being kind to others and to yourself will make an immeasurable difference in 
your life. Kindness will always find its way back to you. Kindness to yourself 
will help you maintain the strength and courage you will need to create your 
future. So whether you follow a religion or the workings of the universe or 
simply the song in your heart, be kind.

My best advice to you at this auspicious moment is to put your energy into 
finding what makes you truly happy. Build your life and career around that 
happiness and you will always love what you do.

Mara Hoffman launched The Mara Hoffman fashion line in 2000. It has evolved over the last 10 years from collections featuring hand-dyed couture pieces to her current collections, 
which concentrate heavily on original silk prints. Her line, shown on the runway during NYC's Fashion Week, encompasses everything from swimwear to cashmere coats. Mara 
studied fashion design and graduated from The Parsons New School for Design in New York City and Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design in London.
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Sports Shorts

tennis

The Buffalo Seminary varsity Tennis team 
finished its season by competing in the All-

Catholic tennis tournament held at the University 
at Buffalo and Miller Tennis Center. Haley Stearns 
'11 finished fourth in the tournament and took 
the champion of the tournament to three sets 
before losing in the semifinals. Sydney Rice '13 
and Raina Duggirala '13 won matches against 
Mount St. Mary's and Sacred Heart Academy 
and finished fourth in the tournament. Sem's 
second and third singles players, Emily Calieri '10 
and Patricia Haddad '11, lost in close matches to 
opponents from Park School and Sacred Heart. 
The second doubles team of Jaime Engl '12 and 
Emily Glick '13 won their opening match vs. Park 
School. The Sem team of Engl and Glick lost in the 
quarterfinals to the eventual second place team 
in the tournament from Nardin Academy. The 
Sem team is only losing one player, a senior, and 
has high hopes for a successful 2011 season.

creW

The Buffalo Seminary Crew team had an 
eventful season this spring. As a team, 
the athletes traveled to Saratoga Springs 
for the New York State Championships, 
where our Lightweight 8 boat qualified for 
Nationals. Also in May, the girls traveled 
to Welland, ON, for the Welland Regatta. 

lacrosse

The Buffalo Seminary Lacrosse team 
played well this year, making it to the 
league semifinals held at Nichols School. 
They also traveled to the Midwest 
Tournament in Ohio, where they had a 
great experience and were up against 
some serious competition. Members of the JV Lacrosse team enjoying sideline 

camaraderie

This September, we will welcome six new faculty members to the Seminary community. A talented group of educators joining our current team of 
dedicated teachers, they are committed to providing our girls with an education that challenges them to be passionate learners, critical thinkers, and 

engaged citizens of the world.

Welcoming New Faculty

Susan Drozd will join us as our new theater 
instructor. Susan has spent more than eight years 
as a professional actor. She holds a B.A. in fine 
arts from Niagara University and certification in 
wigs and hairdressing from DePaul University. 
Susan has acted and served as the education 
coordinator for Shakespeare in Delaware Park, 
and worked with Irish Classical Theatre Company. 
She also has more than 15 years of dance training 
in ballet, tap, jazz, and hip-hop.

Doug and Kyle Hopkins will start a freshman 
seminar in outdoor education, leadership, and 
health and wellness that may develop into a 
Great Lakes sailing program. Together with their 
daughters, Eliza and Abby, they have spent the 
last seven years circumnavigating the globe on 
their sailboat, Estrela. A 1974 graduate of Nichols 
School, Doug earned his B.A. in geology and 
geophysics/environmental resources from Yale 
College and his J.D. from the University of Virginia 
School of Law. Doug will teach world history and 
environmental studies. Kyle has her B.A. in music 
from Smith College, where she was a varsity 
athlete. Her professional career included singing 
and acting in NYC. At Sem, she will assist with 
music, theater, community service, and in athletic 
department programs. Eliza will join Sem as a 
sophomore; Abby will attend Nardin as a 7th 
grader.

Abigail Jones will serve as Director of Residential 
Life at Sem, and her husband, Erik Bertelsen, will 
be Co-Director of College Counseling. Abby has 
her B.A. (magna cum laude) from Mount Holyoke 
College and her M.Ed. from Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. She has worked in various 

programs at Pomfret School, Colby College, 
Bates College, and Harvard-Radcliffe College. 
Erik has been Assistant Head for Enrollment at 
Pomfret School; Associate Director of Admissions 
at Bates College, Colby College and Williams 
College; and Director of College Counseling at 
Belmont Hill School in Massachusetts. Erik holds 
a B.A. in history from Bates College. He will work 
alongside Judy Kramer, who plans to retire in 
June 2011, and Molly O'Connor '98. Erik and 
Abby have two sons attending Colby College and 
Hofstra University. Their daughter, Jane, will be a 
sophomore at Sem this fall.

Christine Sands joins the Sem community as 
our new chemistry teacher. Christine has been 
teaching chemistry and leading a dorm at 
Northfield Mount Hermon School since 2007. 
She began her teaching career at Mercersburg 
Academy in Pennsylvania, and also taught in the 
International Baccalaureate Program at TASIS 
American School in England. She earned her B.S. 
(cum laude) in biochemistry from the University 
of New Hampshire, and her M.Ed. in biology and 
chemistry from the University of Pennsylvania.
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On Thursday, May 20, students from the 
drawing, painting, introductory and advanced 

photography classes displayed their best work at 
the spring art show and reception.

The following art students were recognized for 
their distinctive submissions:
      Intro Photography: Eliza Kaye '12
      Advanced Photography:
            Katy Melber '11
            Corey Schoellkopf '11
      Drawing: Brianna Harris '12
      Painting: Jessica Perfetto '12
 
Afterwards, parents, students, and faculty 
enjoyed an hour-long program at the spring 
Writers' Café, featuring both serious and 
lighthearted pieces of music, poetry, and prose. 
Among the highlights was Bella Buscarino '12 
singing the song she'd written for her bid to 
become next year's junior class president. In 
"Letter from my Future Self," Margaret Mugel '11 
imagined her adult self in the year 2029. 

An Evening of Self-Expression

Celebrating Two Of Seminary's Finest
Harry B. scHooley and toni smitH Wilson

On Saturday, June 5, the Buffalo Seminary community gathered together 
to celebrate and thank two retiring faculty members, Harry B. Schooley 

and Toni Smith Wilson. It was a magical evening, filled with much laughter 
and many tears.

Clockwise from left: A festive Margaret Smith Mugel 
'38 Atrium filled with guests; Harry B. Schooley with 
2000 grads, Margaret Early and Jolie Roetter; Elba 
Sette-Camara '98, Toni Smith Wilson, former math 
teacher Jane Turner, Harry B. Schooley and former 

Head of School 
Marge Barney; 
Toni Smith Wilson 
with daughter 
Samantha '97 
and husband 
Christopher;  
Harry's wife Lon 
with friends; 
Harry's son H. B.

Poet's Corner

SuSpended in the Sea
Elizabeth Bassett '11

Sometimes I wear your blazer
Just to feel you with me
But you are gone, like winter and fall
And matchsticks
Broken over false attempts at lighting you

"But it's impossible to outshine the sun"
You intertwined me with your words
Twirling and toying until we were divine
Somewhere far away, lost in the sky

Your sister is a vision in all black
I found her in the sand
Dealing with the aftermath
You left her still with daisies in her hair
You two were indigo on canvas
And I swear to the sea I miss you.Bella Buscarino '12

Elizabeth Bassett '11 won 1st place in the 
English Department  Poetry Contest



6

Moments to Remember...
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Opposite page:
top Row: Class of '40; (upper) Julianna Glauser and Moira 
Giammaresi, Class agents from '05 accepting the Spirit Cup; 
(lower) Judith hansen Wolin Benson, Class agent from '60 
accepting the Oshei Cup; Class of '80

Second Row: (upper) Class of '45; (lower) '90s hugs: Gretchen 
Gerstle Greenman and Melissa Lyons Metzger; Class of '50; 
(upper) Outstanding Service awardee Kate Gondree Rand '90; 
(lower) Sharon prise azurin '87 with '85ers ulrika ericsson and 
Margaret Boyle Campbell

third Row: 25th Reunion attendees from the Class of '85; 50th 
Reunion attendees from the Class of '60

Bottom Row: Class of '40ers patricia Corcoran Mitchell, Mina 
Roblin neidrauer, Jacqueline Miller Melton and Betty Johnson 
Ott; '65s hugs: Cricket prentice Gordon and Cynthia Locke 
phelan; Class of '90

this page:
top Row: Roblin sisters: Mina Roblin neidrauer '40, Ruth Roblin 
Winnick '45 and ethel Roblin Melzer '50; Betty Johnson Ott and 
Rosemary Woodworth Whiting, Class agents from '40 accepting 
the Loyalty Cup; Judith hansen Wolin Benson '60; Sally Wood 
Willet '50 receiving kisses from daughter pamela Willet Sutton 
'75 and Lucy Butterbaugh Coburn '73

Second Row: Outstanding Service awardee Jane pelson 
Miller '65;  Class of '60ers Mary McConnell Swart and patty 
Marcy Richards; members of the Buffalo Seminary alumnae 
association

third Row: ansie Silverman Baird '55 accepting the Semper 
Fidelis award from alumna trustee ellie harder Johnson '57 and 
head of School Jody douglass

Fourth Row: Class of '55

Fifth Row: Class of '65

Reunion 2010
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top Row: Class of '70

Second Row: Class of '05

third Row: Reunioners enjoying Garret Club Gardens; Class 
of '70ers peggy Wattles dryden and pamela heckman

Fourth Row: Class of '00

Bottom Row: Reunion dinner at the Garret Club

Robert R. Banta
James M. Benson, Jr.

Julia C. Cacavas
Peter J. Covey

Philip W. Cowan
Jenny Franco
Doris Glownia

Thomas F. Hanley, Jr.
Richard F. Healy
Donald Hershey

Linda Rosenberg Hyman '58
Dorothy H. Jay

Virginia Penney Lane '44
Ann Notman Lundrigan '38

Margaret M. Nichols '44
John P. Noble

Ann K. O'Connor
Audrey Kinney Pabst '51

David M. Pisaro
Marcia Pottle Reynolds '47

Frank E. Roney, Jr.
Edward M. Scheu, Jr.

David D. Schnell
Dr. Robert C. Schopp

Frank Schreck
A. Warren Smith, Jr.

Dr. Henry Spiller
E. W. Dann Stevens

Richard H. Wadsworth
Mark Yellen

Patrick J. Young

I N   M E M O R I A M
❧

Moments to Remember...

Reunion 2010
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Lauren Belfer Returns to Alma Mater

“Claire Shipley is at heart a Sem girl." This was 
just one of the many personal insights shared 

by best-selling author Lauren Belfer at a Buffalo 
Seminary Founders' Society gathering on Thursday, 
June 24. Ms. Belfer, a 1971 graduate of Sem, visited 
her hometown and former high school during the 
last week of June to promote her new novel, A Fierce 
Radiance.

 Set during the early years of the Second World War, 
the story focuses on Claire Shipley, an ambitious 
photojournalist still grieving the breakup of her 
marriage and tragic death of her young daughter. 
Working for Life magazine, Shipley is assigned to 
cover the story of researchers at the Rockefeller 

Institute, who are experimenting with a new, 
potentially lifesaving drug – penicillin.

 After touching on the main themes of the book, 
Ms. Belfer revealed just how deeply her Sem 
education has influenced her career as a writer. 
Freshman and junior history courses, in particular, 
taught her to be curious about the world, and 
awakened in her a love of historical fiction. "I 
thank Sem for giving me the ability to create a 
character like Claire Shipley," she explained. But 
beyond her specific passion for writing, Ms. Belfer 
stressed Sem's ability to nurture in her a steady 
confidence for living in general. "That's a gift that 
girls just don't get at co-ed schools."

Lauren Belfer '71

Kelsey Shea '10

Chelsea Wooten-Cere '10

Read The New York Times' review of A Fierce Radiance – http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/20/books/review/Scarf-t.html

Listen to an NPR interview with Ms. Belfer – http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=128444970

Learn more about her 2001 bestseller, City of Light – http://www.powells.com/biblio/1-9780385337649-5

Kelsey Shea '10 was named a semifinalist in the 2010 
U.S. Presidential Scholars Program. The prestigious 

program was established in 1964, by executive 
order of President Lyndon B. Johnson, to recognize 
and honor some of our nation's most distinguished 
graduating high-school seniors. Kelsey was one of 
560 semifinalists chosen from more than 3,000 
students across the country on the basis of superior 
achievements, leadership qualities, personal character, 
and involvement in community and school activities.

In June she was chosen for the First Team of the 2010 
All-Western New York Academic Team, honored by 
Business First as "the area's best and brightest high-
school seniors." Kelsey also won a National Merit 
Scholarship. Her academic achievements include 

Kelsey Shea is a Semifinalist in the Presidential Scholars Program

an ACT score of 36 (perfect, equal to 1,600 on 
SAT), an AP Scholar Award (with Honor), and the 
RPI Rensselaer Medal. At Sem, Kelsey served 
as president of the math club, literary editor of 
Seminaria 2010, and the captain of the swimming 
team. 

In the fall, Kelsey will attend the University of 
Virginia, where she plans to major in biochemistry. 
In addition to being a phenomenal scholar, Kelsey 
is a gifted violinist who was a dedicated member 
of the Ensemble throughout her four years at Sem. 
When asked about a famous person she would like 
to meet, she named Jascha Heifetz.

Chelsea Wooten-Cerre Honored by the NAACP

Chelsea Wooten-Cerre '10 received this year's 
Youth Award from the Buffalo Chapter of the 

NAACP. The award was presented at the 44th annual 
Medgar Evers Awards Banquet, held on June 13 
at the Buffalo Niagara Convention Center and 
honoring six community leaders. At Sem, she was 
active in community service and volunteered for 
many organizations, including Habitat for Humanity 
and VIVE La Casa. She was also this year's student 
coordinator for the all-school prom.

Drawn to the field of medicine, Chelsea interned 
at the Erie County Medical Center during the 
summer of 2008. "It gave me the opportunity 
to deal with patients, and it was a rewarding 
experience that made my desire to help others 
even stronger." Chelsea will attend Howard 
University in the fall; she plans to pursue a career 
as a plastic surgeon.



10

"A Call to Service"

Successful City Squash Program

From June 16-18, more than 200 educators from around the world gathered at Louise S. McGehee 
School in New Orleans, LA, for the annual conference of the National Coalition of Girls' Schools. 

This year's theme was "A Call to Service." Buffalo Seminary was represented by Erin Ross Moses, 
Associate Director of Admissions, and Helen Marlette, Dean of Students.

Ms. Ross Moses' panel focused on social entrepreneurship and ways in which girls can pursue 
meaningful service opportunities. She shared information about her elective in International Human 
Rights and Wellness, which touches on the sexual exploitation of women and children, human 
trafficking, poverty, and world hunger, among other issues. "It was great to be a part of the NCGS 
conference,” Ross Moses said. "It was inspirational to be introduced to causes and philanthropists 
from around the world. I was most impressed by 'The Girl Effect,' a highly creative initiative that 
dramatizes how adolescent girls are the most powerful force for transforming poverty-stricken 
communities."

Mrs. Marlette participated in a panel discussion about public-private partnerships at the grassroots 
level. She spoke about Sem's city squash program and partnership with King Center Charter School. 

"Our collaboration for the good of the Buffalo community has been a wonderful experience for both the King Center students and our own girls," she 
explained. "The feedback has been quite positive, and we're eager to look for even more opportunities for meaningful engagement with the community."

Beginning in November 
2009, this was the 

scene on a typical Saturday 
morning throughout the 
school year: At 9:45 a 
group of girls from the 
King Center Charter School 
would be picked up in the 
Buffalo Seminary bus and 
driven to the athletic center 
at 205 Bidwell Parkway. 
There, they would be met 
by Coaches Phillip Barth 
and Kingman Bassett, as 
well as Elizabeth Bassett 
'11 and other members of 
the Sem Squash team. Two 
hours of squash and fitness 
instruction, including some 
exercise on the new erg 
machines, would be capped 
off with a healthy snack. 

When not on the courts, these young students might also make crafts or 
listen to favorite music with their Sem mentors.

At the conclusion of the school year, the city squash program at Sem holds 
great promise. Modeled after programs in other cities, it will be expanded 
sometime in the future to offer a formal academic component, including 
one-on-one tutoring. Ryan Keating is the faculty member who coordinates 
the program for students from the King Center Charter School, and Dean 
of Students Helen Marlette manages the program at Sem.

The young participants from KCCS, all fourth and fifth graders, are exposed 
to a unique sport that offers more than just physical fitness. The game of 
squash emphasizes sportsmanship, discipline, and strategy, allowing these 
new players to develop a range of skills that can have a positive impact 
on many aspects of their lives. Educational opportunities are increasingly 
open to scholar/squash players in both high school and college. Sem's 
goal is to help make these opportunities available to more families in the 

community by introducing the sport during elementary school. According 
to Elizabeth Bassett, "The girls have the potential. They just need the 
opportunity. They're all really good students and very passionate. The 
structure of squash can help them both academically and socially. Squash 
really teaches you independence and how to be a leader." 

A few of this year's participants from KCCS have been awarded scholarships 
by the Buffalo Squash Racquets Association (BSRA). Through private 
instruction, they'll be able to keep working on their squash game over the 
summer. At its annual banquet on May 7, the BSRA honored Elizabeth with 
an Outstanding Junior Achievement Award. In addition to her passionate 
commitment to the new grassroots program, the junior was singled out 
for her moves on the court. This year the top-seeded squash player at Sem 
helped her team win the WNY High School League Championship Cup.

In October 2009, Paul 
Assaiante visited Buffalo 
to help christen the new 
courts. Assaiante, who 
grew up in the South Bronx, 
is the world-renowned 
coach of the men's squash 
team at Trinity College in 
Connecticut. During his 
visit, Coach Assaiante spoke 
to the Sem community 
during a special all-school 
assembly. His main 
message was loud and 
clear: Never let anyone else 
tell you what you can or 
can't do.

The Saturday city squash 
program is just one small 
way that a group of 
dedicated coaches and 
students can work together 
to reinforce this message.

Erin Ross Moses and Helen Marlette
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Athletics - Most Valuable Player
Basketball
   Varsity - Julia Schreck '11 

Crew
   Varsity - Kara Olszowy '10
   Novice - Molly Mathias '13

Fencing
   Varsity - Paige Gress '11

Field Hockey
   Varsity - Mary Claire Brady '10
   Jr. Varsity - Danielle Trolli '12

Golf
   Varsity - Marissa Bruno '10

Lacrosse
   Varsity - Sarah Miller '11
   Jr. Varsity - Madison Paulk '12

Soccer
   Varsity - Taylor Amico '11

Squash
   Varsity - Elizabeth Bassett '11

Tennis
   Singles - Haley Stearns '11
   Doubles - Raina Duggirala '13

Student Recognition Day
Art Show Winners
   Faculty Senior Choice
   Anna Malkiewicz '10

   Faculty Underclassman Choice
   Xintian (Christine) Chen '11   

Business First WNY Academic Team
   1st Team - Kelsey Shea '10
   Special Mention - Deanna Arthur '10

English Awards    
   Poetry Awards
   1st - Elizabeth Bassett '11 
   2nd - Jaime Engl '12
             Brianna Harris '12
   3rd - Lea Karnath '12
            Madison Paulk '12
            Alanna Leddy '12

   Memoir
   1st - Caroline Horrigan '10
   2nd - Britain Scott '10
   3rd - Kara Olszowy '10

   Short Story
   1st - Lia DiNunzio '11
   2nd - Ariana Rabin '12
   3rd - Emily Cardullo '12

Year-End Accolades  

Independent Health/Business First 
   Community All-Star
   Mary Koessler '10

Math Awards
   AIME certificate
   Yixuan (Maxine) Hu '10 

   American Math Competition   
    Green Medal
   Wan Ying (Jasmine) Chen '12
    Red Medal
   Yixuan (Maxine) Hu '10 

   SET tournament winner
   Donna Kimmins '12
   Ariana Rabin '12

Class Day and Moving Up
Alumnae Association Award
Ruby Lugo '10

Cum Laude Society Induction
Deanna Arthur '10
Yixuan (Maxine) Hu '10 
Allison Joseph '10
Jasmin Koleini '10
Alexandra Muto '10
Grace Niswander '10
Kara Olszowy '10
Kelsey Shea '10
Chunhui (Ariel) Xu '10

Ensemble Award
Robin Epes '10
Alyssa Moffat '10
Kelsey Shea '10

Faculty Award in Honor of 
   Robert A. Foster
Anna Malkiewicz '10

French Language Award
Lia DiNunzio '11

Margaret Storck Hart '40 Art Award
Julia Papiernik '10

Harvard Book Award
Yeon Soo Kim '11 

Head's Award 
Kelsey Shea '10

Margaret B. Herron '73 Award
Carol Sullivan '10

History Department Award
Caroline Horrigan '10

Linda Rashman Levine '59 Award
Sarah Shafik '12 

Math Department Award
   in Honor of Jane Turner
Grace Niswander '10
Jasmin Koleini '10

Special Math Award
Yixuan (Maxine) Hu '10 

Jean Wende McCarthy '31 Award 
Robin Epes '10

Cally Montesano '74 Award
Megan Starzynski '10

Mount Holyoke Book Award
Elizabeth Ruh '11 

Outstanding Athlete Award
Kara Olszowy '10

Miriam Berger Rashman '29 Award
Thalia Steely '10

Madeleine Breinig Reid '33 Award
Kelsey Shea '10

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
   Award
Yeon Soo Kim '11 

St. Lawrence University Book Award
Jennifer Cotto-Ecklund '11 

Science Department Award
Kathryn Michalek '10
Kara Olszowy '10

Semper Fidelis Awards
   Freshman - Madison Gacioch
      Jordan Serotte 
   Sophomore - Madison Paulk 
   Junior - Cailin Walsh
   Senior - Kara Olszowy

Suzanne Young Smith '63 Award
Olivia Knauss '11

Spanish Language Award
Caroline Horrigan '10
Leanora Karnath '12

Special Awards
Grace Niswander '10
Carol Sullivan '10

Annette Wells Stevens '24
   Freshman Friendship Award
Madison Gacioch '13

Gary R. Sutton Award
Caroline Horrigan '10

Vocal Music Award
N. Alanna Anderson '10
Kathryn Michalek '10
Kara Olszowy '10

Wellesley Book Award
Patricia Haddad '11

Williams College Book Award
Nicole Ruh '11

Expect the best from a girl, and that's exactly what you'll get. At Buffalo Seminary, learning takes center stage, and a girl's accomplishments matter. 
What she believes in and how she puts her beliefs into action are more important than what she wears. Here, the scientists and singers, athletes and 
scholars are girls. All the doers and the leaders are girls. Female mentors abound, whether faculty or fellow classmates. And that's the key to real 
achievement: positive role models, abundant opportunities, personal practice and real-life experience. At the end of the school, year we celebrate those 
wonderful achievements: 

The following students, all members of the Class of 2011, were inducted into 
the Buffalo Seminary Chapter of the National Honor Society:

Emma Berntheizel, Sarah Collins, Riley Featherston, Melissa Gerace, Paige 
Gress, Patricia Haddad, Meng Yin (Hannah) Han, Yeon Soo Kim, Olivia Knauss, 
Emily Leach, Kathryn Melber, Sarah Miller, Sarah Mortellaro, Margaret Mugel, 
Elizabeth Ruh, Katherine Ruh, Nicole Ruh, Corey Schoellkopf, Haley Stearns, 
Cailin Walsh, Jiang Yuan (Joanna) Xu, and Yi He (Lydia) Zhang.

National Honor Society Induction • May 27, 2010
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Consistent giving is the cornerstone of a 
successful Annual Fund campaign and 

we are happy to report that the 2009-10 
fiscal year was marked by record-breaking 
success. For the 17th consecutive year, the 
Annual Fund received support from 100% 
of both the Board of Trustees and the 
faculty and staff. With strong support from 
all members of the Seminary community, 
alumnae boasted 74% of all donations to the 
school. These gifts, combined with gifts from 
parents, grandparents and friends, reached a 
total of $410,000, a significant increase over 
the last year's total of $360,000.

Buffalo Seminary's Annual Fund grows one 
donor at a time, and its success as a reliable 
source of unrestricted funds for the school 
depends on the generosity of those who 
give year after year. We are grateful to all 
who responded to the 2009-10 Annual Fund 
campaign, and to the many volunteers who 
worked so hard to make that success possible.

To show your support and confidence in 
educating college-bound young women, 
please visit our secure Web site to make an 
online donation at www.buffaloseminary.org. 

Thank you.
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June 3 - 4
R E U N I O N

8 Welcoming All Alums

8 Special Tribute To
 Those With Class Years
 Ending In 1 and 6

For further information, visit our Web site:
www.buffaloseminary.org and click on
the Alumnae News and Events tab, or call
Carolyn Clark at 716.885.6780, ext. 221.

Strive for the Cup!
The Oshei Cup will be 
awarded at Reunion Dinner 
Friday, June 4, to the class with 
the most money contributed in 
support of Sem's Annual Fund!

Join the Reunion Club by increasing 
your Annual Fund Gift by 50% 
and help your class move closer to 
attaining the coveted Cup.


