
   
  
 

July 23, 2019 

 
7/22/2019 
 
 
Dear Junior Class Families,  
 
Please read the following packet for the Junior Class Trip to Camp Pathfinder.  
The following information and forms are included: 
 

1) Information Packet 
a. History of Camp Pathfinder 
b. Itinerary 
c. Overview of student health and dietary needs 
d. Technology Policy 
e. Packing list 

 
2) SEM Permission Form 

 
3) Health Form – Please complete and attach the required vaccination records for your student.  

 
4) Transportation Form 

 
I.D. Requirements – All SEM students (any age) must present their original birth certificate OR a certified copy 
of their birth certificate OR a passport. Certified birth certificates are available at the county clerk’s office in 
the state your child was born. If you send an original birth certificate with your child, Pathfinder will safeguard it 
with all I.D. during the camp visit. 
 
Please arrive at SEM by 6:30 AM on September 3, 2019. Make sure your student eats breakfast (or packs a 
breakfast) as the bus will not stop for food. Your daughter will be accompanied by four SEM chaperones for the 
duration of the trip. If you need to reach your child during the trip, you can call Pathfinder anytime at 705-633-
5553. 
 
*SEM Permission form, health form (with required vaccination record) and transportation form are due 
to the Main Office by Friday, August 23, 2019. Please drop them off, or scan and email them to 
mainoffice@buffaloseminary.org. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Natalie Stothart 
Assistant Head of School for Community Life  
nstothart@buffaloseminary.org 

mailto:mainoffice@buffaloseminary.org
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Established 1914 
Source Lake, Algonquin Park 

Michael Sladden, Owner-Director 
585-249-0716 / 705-633-5553 / mike@camppathfinder.com 

 
School Group Programs  
Buffalo Seminary at Pathfinder, September 3-6, 2019 
 
Welcome 
Young people gather at Pathfinder for wilderness experiences for life. A historic summer 
canoe tripping camp for boys, Pathfinder is known in Canada and the United States for its 
wilderness travel, outdoor education and leadership programs. 

Pathfinder conducts school student weeks in spring and autumn. These off-season 
programs introduce students to world-renowned Algonquin and to the Pathfinder 
experience: camp living in rustic simplicity and harmony with the Algonquin ecosystem, 
making personal and cerebral connections to the natural world. We work and play 
together in friendship and respect, all while having a blast! 

Now in its 106th season, the Pathfinder program is run by 20-year owner-director, Mike 
Sladden, with a veteran guide staff of experts. The camp partners with schools to meet 
their goals and objectives for outdoor education, custom designing 3- and 5-day 
experiences in collaboration with teachers and administrators. 
 
What We’ll Do 
From private 17-acre Pathfinder Island, students and their chaperones in small guided 
groups spend the days traveling the region by paddle, hike and trail bike. We’ll use the 
camp facilities and marvelous ropes-challenge course. Throughout the event, everyone 
joins in the many Pathfinder traditions including camp chores, hearty family-style meals, 
council fire programs, stories, swims, games and woods lore.  
Days run from 8:00 am – 9:00 pm. 

 
SEM Itinerary - September 3 
7:00 am Depart SEM 
12:30pm Arrive Pathfinder  

Luncheon 
Move in, orientation tour - teamwork 

 
2:30pm Small group breakouts  
  Paddling / camp skills / trip training (24) 



Ropes - challenge (24) 
Swim period 

 
6:00pm Supper 

Evening game - Introduction to canoeing 
Evening council fire  
Evening trip outfitting / star gaze 

 
September 4 
7:00am Morning call 
7:30am Polar bear dip (voluntary) 
8:00am Breakfast 
9:00am Small group breakouts 
  Paddling / camp skills / trip training (24) 
  Ropes - challenge (24) 
 
12:30pm  Break 
1:00pm Lunch 
2:30pm  Embark canoe trip (all) 
 
Overnight sites Algonquin Park 
 
September 5 
Morning  Return from canoe trip (lunch en route) 
Afternoon  De-outfitting, swim bath, reflection meeting 
 
6:00pm Supper 

Evening game - The Message to Garcia 
Evening council fire 
Evening rec lodge celebration 

 
September 6 
7:00am  Morning call 
7:30am   Polar bear dip (voluntary) 
8:00am Breakfast - pack up 
9:00am Paddle / swim  
9:45am Load out - travel luncheon provided 
10:00am Departure 
3:30pm Arrival at SEM (arrival time may change due to border traffic) 
 
More On The Camp 
Located since 1914 on Pathfinder Island, Source Lake, Camp Pathfinder is a unique 
setting among the famous Algonquin Park camps. The island is designed to be a simple, 
technology-free setting, where human impact on the landscape is minimal.  
 
Pathfinder’s beautiful pine dining hall with resident chef staff offer a complete 



homemade menu. A stunning swim waterfront offers swimming, bathing, diving and 
snorkeling. A fleet of canoes and kayaks of all types is the pride of the camp. A complete 
ropes-challenge course offers teamwork and alpine challenges. A large timber recreation 
lodge and two camp fire circles provide evening comradery and fun.  

Visitors live in rustic cabins and canvas tent lodges along the shorelines. Washroom 
facilities are vaulted privies, and bathing is done in the lake with biodegradable soaps and 
shampoos.  

Director Mike Sladden grew up at Pathfinder as a third generation boy in the early ‘70s. 
He was a guide, instructor, alumni volunteer and parent, before buying Pathfinder in 1999 
with Buffalo alumnus Glenn Arthurs. Sladden-Arthurs have operated Pathfinder at the 
highest standards in Canadian camping since then, and Sladden is a Fellow of the 
Canadian Society of Camp Directors, as well as a committee member for Standards for 
the Ontario Camps Association. 

Camp Pathfinder is a founding and accredited member of the Ontario Camping 
Association (OCA) and a member of the Canadian Camping Association (CCA). 

 
Student Health, Medications and Dietary Needs 
Pathfinder’s health and safety system includes a complete on-site Infirmary, 24-hour 
attending certified first responders, and two dedicated on-call camp physicians, male and 
female. All camp guides are certified wilderness first-responders and lifeguards, and 
camp is served by the regional EMS network and Huntsville and Barry’s Bay hospitals. 

Your student may have a health condition, take medications or have them in case of need, 
or have food allergies or dietary needs. Be sure to complete a parent permission / 
student health form for the trip, and send necessary medications in their original 
containers, with complete instructions on the student health form. Please specify any 
allergies or diets. 
 
The Head Chef will personally talk to and take care of your student. Feel free to phone 
the camp director or chef at any time to share specifics. 
 
Technology Policy 
Pathfinder visitors come for the unique experience, and renew their personal connections 
through traditional activity, conversation and shared chores. 
 
Personal phone devices, portable music players and other personal media technology are 
not permitted at camp, and are locked up during the camp experience, so everyone can 
enjoy the wilderness setting and each other’s company, without screen intrusion or 
distraction. Cameras and musical instruments are permitted.  
 
The Algonquin Setting 
Spring and early summer in Algonquin are bug times, so we prepare accordingly. 
However, late summer and autumn are virtually bug free. Camp provides all-natural bug 



repellent lotion and evening bug incense for sleeping areas as necessary. Campers may 
bring their own bug repellent, but remember no aerosol cans permitted, and Pathfinder 
discourages use of high-concentration DEET products for children. Long sleeved shirts 
and pants worn early and late in the day are a real help as well. The bottom line is that the 
bugs are not as bad as many people think. In addition, there are no venomous or 
dangerous snakes, spiders or insects in Algonquin Park. 
 
Sun Protection 
Sunscreen is a must as well as a shade hat. Long sleeves and a collared shirt are helpful. 
 
Clothing and Equipment 
A great visit starts with planning and packing. Please take these suggestions. 
No cotton/denim clothing … layers layers layers… extra footwear … quality rain 
jacket… a warm layer and jacket … hat and sunscreen … water bottles … headlamp 
 
Packing List 
Pack your child’s gear into one large duffel bag and a small day pack. You may pack 
bedding in a separate clear bag if needed. Hockey bags work great if you have one. 
 
These items are required 
1 sleeping bag & pillow 
1 quality waterproof sleeved rain jacket  
1 sanitary reusable drinking water bottle or canteen (bring two if you want!) 
1 flashlight or headlamp with new batteries (use best-quality batteries; it’s worth it) 
1 pr. lightweight long underwear or base layer (synthetic or smart wool fabric) 
3 pr. socks 
1 ball cap or brimmed shade hat 
1 medium-weight wicking/insulating layer, i.e. fleece jacket or wool sweater 
1 pair light hiking shoes/boots or sturdy sneakers, PLUS a 2nd pair of sneakers.  
1 pair shorts, 1 pair long pants (avoid denim) 
2 t-shirts, 2 long-sleeved shirts 
1 bathing suit 
3 pair underwear 
1 towel & a personal toilet kit – please send a small bottle of biodegradable soap. 
Day pack or school book pack 
 
Optional 
warm hat 
camera, binoculars, lacrosse stick, sunglasses 
personal canoe paddle and/or life jacket 
 
Do Not Bring 
NO COTTON SWEATS OR DENIM 
NO PONCHOS 
NO OPEN-TOED SHOES  
NO AEROSOL SPRAYS 



NO LIGHTERS or MATCHES 
NO CELL PHONES 
NO TOBACCO, DRUGS, ALCOHOL 
 
September is a glorious season in Algonquin, and in Pathfinder tradition everyone goes 
ahead with the program day in most weather conditions. In fact, that’s the whole point of 
the experience!  
 
A Pathfinder visit means living, working and playing out of doors no matter the weather. 
Your student is learning skills, practicing independent responsibility, adapting and being 
safe and comfortable in the great outdoors.  
 
While your child is with us we may experience hot and humid summer-like days perhaps 
with a passing shower, or brief cold and windy/rainy conditions that feel like late fall. It’s 
important to be prepared because much of the time students are out in the field away from 
the base camp and a change of clothes. Plan on a range of weather, with cool nights and 
mornings warming to pleasant afternoons, and the chance of wet-cold-windy conditions.  
 
Review - Does your child have? 
- at least one reusable water bottle of some kind, for example a Nalgene bottle. 
- a synthetic or wool layer like UnderArmor that can keep them warm and wick sweat 
- a fleece jacket or fleece or wool sweater 
- a hat for sun protection (ball cap or brimmed hat) 
- a rain jacket truly waterproof / windproof and ample in size 
- a proper sized life jacket (We will provide one if needed)  
- two pair shoes, lace-up and sturdy ready to get wet and muddy, with quality socks   
 
 



   
  
 

July 26, 2019 

Buffalo Seminary Special Activity Permission Form  
Junior Class Trip to Camp Pathfinder  
 
Date:  September 3-6, 2019  
Cost: $460 all inclusive. Students do not need to bring extra money. 
 
I commit to following the SEM Honor Code. Attending this trip is a privilege I keep through my continued 
academic success and honorable behavior. I will respect rules set by chaperones of this trip.  
 
Student Name:         Date:  

Signature:  

 
I/We hereby provide consent for the student named above to attend the junior class trip. I/We, individually and 
on behalf of the student, release Buffalo Seminary, any employees thereof, and any volunteers accompanying 
the trip from any and all claims, liabilities, demands, payments, and actions (including, but not limited to, personal 
injuries, actions for death, and medical expenses and actions for loss or damage to my child’s property), directly 
or indirectly resulting from transportation to and from and participation in the trip described. I/We understand 
that there are normal risks of travel and participation in this trip and as a parent or guardian, hereby assume the 
risk of any injury to my child however caused and whether by negligence or otherwise.  
 
Parent/Guardian Name:       Date:  

Signature:  

Phone: 

 
 



  
Camper Health Form Summer 2019 

 

 

To be completed by the Parents & Health Professional 
Camp Pathfinder does not require a physical examination for this form to be completed.  

However, a doctor’s comments and signature are requested, and attaching a vaccination record is required. 
 

General & Contact Information 
 
Camper Name ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age ______________         Date of Birth __________________________ 
 
Parent Name(s)____________________________________________________________________ 
Custody/Living Arrangements:  r Both Parents  r Shared Custody  r Sole Custody  
 
 
Home ph_______________________________ Home ph___________________________________ 
 
 
Mom Cell #: (_____) _____ - ____________  Dad Cell #: (_____) _____ - ____________ 
 
Alternative Contact (if you can’t be reached immediately) 
 
Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Home Address: _________________________________ Home #: (_____) _____ - __________ 

Relationship: __________________________________  Cell #: (_____) _____ - ____________  

 

Travel 
 
Will you be away while your child is at camp?  rYes   rNo 
 
Holiday Location: _______________________________ Phone #: (_____) _____ - __________  

Will the camper have travelled outside continental North America in 2019? 

rYes - where? ___________ rNo 

 
 
 



Camper Name ____________________   
 

Pathfinder Health Form 2019 
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Healthcare Provider and Insurance Information: 
 
Camper’s Doctor:_____________________________ Phone #: (_____) _____ - _____________ 
 
Ontario Health Ins. Card #_________________________________________________________ 

or 

Health Ins. Provider & Subscriber #: _________________________________________________ 

 
 
General Health and Common Ailments: 
 
Height ______________   Weight ______________________________ 

Does the camper wear glasses or contact lenses, dental appliances, hearing aid? rYes  rNo 

Notes: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the camper have asthma?      rYes   rNo 

Notes:________________________________________________________________________ 

If yes: What medications does your camper take for his asthma? When and what dose? 

Notes: _______________________________________________________________________ 

If yes: Has your camper ever had to go to the hospital for his asthma? rYes   rNo 

 
Notes: (please describe hospital admission) 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Camper Vaccination History 
Official vaccination records are required to be attached to this form 
 
Has the camper received his normal schedule of vaccinations?  rYes   rNo 
 
Has the camper had two doses of a Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccine?     

rYes              rNo 
 

Has the camper had varicella (chicken pox) or a dose of a varicella vaccine?     
rYes              rNo 
 

Has the camper had two doses of a meningitis vaccine?     
rYes              rNo 

 
Has the camper had a tetanus, diptheria and pertussis vaccine in the last ten years?    

rYes   rNo 



Camper Name ____________________   
 

Pathfinder Health Form 2019 
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Camper Allergies 
Does the camper have allergies to: foods, medicines, insects, or other substances?  
          rYes   rNo 
 
Allergen Previous Reaction Previous Treatment 

   

   

   

 

Camper Medications 
Does your camper need medications to be administered at camp?   rYes   rNo 
(Specify using chart below.All medications are stored and administered by the Camp Nurse.) 
 

Has your child started, stopped or changed any of his medications in the past three months? 

Please describe these changes.      rYes   rNo 

 
Are there any medications your child normally takes, which you are not sending to camp? 
Please specify.         rYes   rNo 
 
Medicine Dosage Instructions Comment 

   

   

   

 



Camper Name ____________________   
 

Pathfinder Health Form 2019 
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For the Physician 
Please attach the camper’s vaccination record (required). 
 
Please share concerns or further health history/advice for this Pathfinder camper? (attachments welcome) 

 
Parent Permissions (response required) 
Do you give Camp Pathfinder permission to administer over the counter medications to your child as 
needed? (including but not limited to: Tylenol, Benadryl, Pepto-Bismol, Calamine Lotion)  
 
          rYes   rNo 
 
In the event you can not be reached in a medically appropriate amount of time, do you give permission 
to the Director of Pathfinder to permit a health professional to provide necessary care to your child? 
 
          rYes   rNo 
 
I desire my child to participate in the full camp program and all activities including canoe tripping, 
unless I advise the Camp as to any restriction in writing. In consideration of the acceptance of my child 
into the camp program, I hereby release Camp Pathfinder, its officers and employees, from all claims 
arising from my son's participation in camp activities. I authorize the camp to secure medical treatment 
for my child when appropriate.  If for any reason my child requires medical attention beyond that 
furnished by the camp, I agree to be responsible for any expenses incurred. I acknowledge that the camp 
activities and any medical treatment will be performed in the Province of Ontario, and that the Courts of 
Ontario shall have exclusive jurisdiction over any claims, legal dispute or cause of action arising out of 
my child’s stay at Camp Pathfinder. I hereby agree that if I commence any legal proceedings, they will 
be held only in the Province of Ontario, and I hereby irrevocably submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the Courts of Ontario. 
 
 
Parent signature _____________________________________________ date ___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

2019 Camp Pathfinder Camper Transportation Form 
Canada/USA Border Crossing 

  
 
Camper’s  Name:   _______________________________________________________________ 
 
I desire my child to attend Camp Pathfinder and travel to and from the Camp in Algonquin Park, Ontario, Canada, in the care 
  of Buffalo Seminary teacher-chaperones on the specified dates below. 
 
Parent 1 Signature: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent 2 Signature: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent 1 Name (print): _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent 2 Name (print): _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Cells: _______________________________________________________ Camper Cell: _____________________________ 
 

  

*Student will present this form at the Canada/USA border crossing along with their ID 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Daughter is ARRIVING at Camp Pathfinder on September 3, 2019 
 
By: Motor coach bus from Buffalo Seminary, 205 Bidwell Parkway, Buffalo, NY 14222 
   
 
 

My Daughter is DEPARTING from Camp Pathfinder on September 6 
 
By: Motor coach bus from Camp Pathfinder, Algonquin Park, Ontario 
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