
 

FAQs 

Here are answers to some of the most frequently asked questions about Buffalo Seminary. 

Why is it called the "Seminary" if it's non-religious?  

The name "Seminary" refers to a place of higher educational learning. It also refers to a place where 

something is nurtured and developed. 

Does SEM participate in Regents? What is the difference between Regents and non-Regents?  

SEM does not participate in the New York State Regents.  Because we are an independent school not 

regulated by state guidelines, our faculty can be responsive and innovative in their subject content and 

teaching styles. In fact, our program is much richer than a Regents-based one as we do not have to teach 

to a state test. 

Colleges and universities are very familiar with what a non-Regents curriculum entails. 

Is a SEM education worth the tuition? How will we afford it?  

Absolutely! In the 1990s, a national study of secondary schools and colleges, "The Case for Single-Sex 

Schools" showed that single-sex schools for females provide greater opportunity for educational 

attainment as measured by standardized cognitive tests, curriculum and course placement, leadership 

behavior, number of years of formal education, and occupational achievement.  

Scholarships and financial aid are offered to qualified candidates. 

What are the advantages of a small, all-girls school?  

SEM graduates have a high confidence level that is a product of a small, all-girls environment. Girls are 

taught that they should speak up and be heard without hesitation. In addition, individual attention is given 

to each student, and there are no distractions from boys. Find out more about the all-girls advantage here. 

How is SEM unique among all-girls schools in the area?  

SEM is the smallest all-girls school in Western New York, with an average class size of 11 students. Our 

students therefore receive a great amount of individual attention. SEM is also the only non-religious, all-

girls school in the area, which enhances our potential for diversity. The cozy atmosphere in our main 

building is one that is not replicated elsewhere. 

What is the dress code like at SEM?  

At SEM, we respect the diversity of our students and encourage individual expression. There is no 

uniform. Nonetheless, as members of the school community, students must show good judgment about 

their attire and there is a dress code. Girls may wear skirts, dresses, or pants of a reasonable length. No 

jeans or sweats are allowed except on Fridays. 

How is the food? 

It's great. Everyone has their list of top three dishes. When the lunch menu is announced in Morning 

Meeting, girls cheer. 

  


