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As I write this, we are facing 
difficult and challenging 

times in many places around 
the globe and here at home. 
In the next few days, our 
elected leaders face a budget 
decision that could shut down 
the U.S. government. Another 
earthquake has shaken an 
already devastated Japan, and 
the turmoil in the Middle East 
continues. Now more than 
ever, Sem students need to be 
engaged in world issues and 
begin to understand how to 
become global citizens.

In February, David Campbell, 
founder of All Hands 
Volunteers, visited Buffalo 
Seminary and explained how he 

uses his business background and organizational skills to serve as a force 
for good in moments of crisis. Using Skype in our high-tech classroom, 
two All Hands project directors talked with our students about how 
they got started in disaster response work and described their current 
responsibilities working in Haiti. Our students were able to see and talk 
with those who are working amid the rubble in Haiti and who may now 
move on to Japan.

Buffalo has been selected to host the 2011 
National Trust for Historic Preservation Annual 

Conference because of the region's diversity of 
architectural landmarks, the livability of the city, 
the rich landscapes of the surrounding region and 
the preservation spirit throughout our community. 
This educational and networking opportunity will 
highlight the many preservation successes in Western 
New York and the Niagara peninsula in Canada to a 
national audience of more than 2000.

Featuring masterpieces from Frank Lloyd Wright, 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Louis Sullivan, H. H. 
Richardson, Eliel and Eero Saarinen, Minoru 
Yamisake, Toshiko Mori, and Buffalo's own Louise 
Bethune, E. B. Green, Gordon Bunshaft and other 
architectural legends, Buffalo will provide a source 
of inspiration to attendees, and serve as a living 
laboratory for many current topics in preservation. 

Connecting With the World Around Us

Mark Your Calendars: October 19-22, 2011
Join Us for a sem alUmnae Weekend

Head of School Jody Douglass

Leading the planning of the conference are Sem's 
own Catherine Flickinger Schweitzer '71 and 
Robert Skerker (sister, Joan '73), co-chairs of the 
event. Several Sem graduates and their relatives 
are also involved including: Holly Augspurger 
Donaldson '61, of Preservation Buffalo Niagara; 
Maura Cohen, mother of Allison Cohen '90; Clinton 
Brown, architect and father of Juliette Brown '12; 
Molly Love Quackenbush '67, Theodore Roosevelt 
Inaugural Site Director; Nancy Brock '74 and 
Shelley Cole Drake '66, representing M&T Bank, 
which has invested in many special sites for the 
conference. Also included are: Doug Swift (sisters 
Betsy '69 and Anne '70); Alison Fleischmann '55, a 
docent at City Hall and longtime member of Buffalo 
Preservation Board, who has worked tirelessly to 
protect our architectural resources, allowing the 
conference bid to be successful. The John R. Oishei 
Foundation (Patricia Oishei Colby '32) and the 

2011 National Trust for Historic 
Preservation Annual Conference 
co-chairs, Catherine Flickinger 
Schweitzer '71 and Robert Skerker at 
the 2010 conference in Austin, Texas

(cont'd. on page 2)

Perhaps nothing provided more insight into the human condition 
than the one-act drama, I Never Saw Another Butterfly, directed by 
Susan Drodz, our theater teacher, and performed by Sem students in 
mid-March. This play told the stories of the children living in Terezin in 
1944 during the Holocaust. Our students researched their characters, 
studied the history, and powerfully portrayed the passion and despair. 
In the end, the drama reminded us of the power of hope that is in each 
ordinary individual.

These glimpses of Sem in action help underscore that part of our 
mission which encourages Sem girls to engage with the world around 
them and strive for change as global citizens. Some of our students 
are already planning their volunteer work for this summer. Others are 
excited by the possibilities of studying science, history, theater or art. 
None is content to passively observe! 

I am also proud that a school like Sem has such a thriving cultural 
exchange program. During the winter, we hosted students from France 
and Spain, and then over spring break, some of our students explored 
these two countries. The experience of hosting foreign visitors and 
traveling abroad can enrich our understanding of other countries, and 
ourselves. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of Snippets and that you will remain 
connected to this very exciting school. We look forward to hearing 
your stories and hope that you will visit us – in person or through the 
power of new technologies – and encourage current Sem students to 
continue their journeys to experience and change the world!
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I am learning more Spanish every day; there is no better way to become better at a language 
than to be immersed in its culture. – Sem student blogging from Spain

Every day we have interesting discussions about culture and life, and it's very nice to have a 
different point of view. – Sem student blogging from France

In December, the Sem community welcomed ten students from Oviedo, Spain, as part of an 
exchange with Colego San Ignacio. The girls stayed with host families and experienced daily 

life at Sem and in Buffalo. For three weeks in February, thirteen girls from LeHavre, France, 
visited our school through an exchange 
with Institution Saint Joseph. Like our 
Spanish visitors, the French girls lived 
with Sem host students and their 
families, and participated in classes 
and a variety of sightseeing activities.

During spring break, eight girls from 
Sem traveled to Oviedo and Barcelona 
with Spanish instructor Amber Zepper 
and Lizz Coffey. There, they reunited 
with their Spanish friends and 
experienced school life at Colego San 
Ignacio. Meanwhile, a group of Sem 
girls visited LeHavre and Paris with 
French instructor Sophie Michaud. 

Family and friends back home in 
Western New York had no trouble 
staying in touch and keeping abreast of 
all the adventures, thanks to our two 
blogs: 
http://semspan2011.blogspot.com and 
http://semfrench2011.blogspot.com.

Prince Family Guest Lecture Series:
Presented david CamPbell of all Hands volUnteers

Buffalo Seminary's Prince Family Guest 
Lecture Series hosted "Haiti: One Year 

Later — Rebuilding Hope Together," a 
presentation by David Campbell on Friday, 
February 25.

Mr. Campbell is the executive director of All 
Hands Volunteers, a U.S.-based volunteer-
driven organization that assists communities 
throughout the world. After being intro-
duced by Barbara Fischer McQueeney '74, 
he talked to Sem students about Project 
Leogane, the organization's longest and 
largest response project since its founding 
in 2005. The relief work focuses on the com-
munity of Leogane, Haiti. Located 20 miles 
west of Port-au-Prince, Leogane is the city 
closest to the epicenter of the earthquake 
that devastated Haiti in January 2010.

A native of Buffalo, David Campbell enjoyed a long 
career in the computer software and technology 
industry, including 25 years at Computer Task 
Group. In 2005, after learning about the effects of 
a December 2004 tsunami in Thailand, he headed 
to the Southeast Asian country to see how he could 
help. Although Mr. Campbell had planned to stay for 
one week, he ended up volunteering for one month. 
The experience moved him to form a volunteer-
driven organization that would eventually become All 
Hands Volunteers. (Project Leogane was begun when 
the organization was still named Hands On Disaster 
Response, or HODR).

As of March 31, All Hands Volunteers had launched 
Project Tohoku, a relief effort to help the areas of 
Japan affected by the recent earthquake and tsunami.

Using The James H. Cummings Foundation, 
Inc. Classroom, David Campbell and Sem 
students conduct a video conference with project 
managers in Haiti . To read about the video 
conference go to www.hands.org/category/
updates/all-hands-update/ and scroll down to 
view the Sem section.

Margaret L. Wendt (1903) Foundation have 
given sponsor and other financial support 
for the effort. Lauren Belfer '71 will lead a 
tour during the conference based on her 
best-selling book City of Light. Also, Sem 
graduates will be hosting Candlelight Tours 
of Buffalo Seminary and homes along Lincoln 
Parkway. State legislator Sam Hoyt (son of 
Carol Ostendorf Hoyt '56) has worked with 
considerable effort to find state support 
for architectural conservation projects in 
Western New York.

Come join us at this prestigious conference! 
Encourage classmates and friends to see our 
community through new eyes—visit 
YouTube for the award-winning invitational 
video entitled "Buffalo: This Place Matters." 
Watch this national website, www.
PreservationNation.org for registration 
information soon! Look for Buffalo under 
the Resources tab.

(cont'd. from page 1)
Mark Your Calendars

All Hands Volunteers is a non-profit organization that 
provides hands-on assistance to survivors of natural 
disasters around the world, with maximum impact and 
minimum bureaucracy.  To learn more, visit www.hands.org.

Mirador de San Roque, Lastres, Asturias

2011 Exchange Programs: France and Spain

Le Mont Saint Michel, Normandy, France
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Pamela Rivas '14 earned third place in this year's Western New York 
Brain Bee, part of the International Brain Bee. A written and oral 

competion focusing on neuroscience, the Brain Bee tests high-school 
students on their knowledge of human brain topics such as anatomy, 
learning, emotions, stress and neurological diseases. 

Pam was the only freshman in the co-ed competition, which she calls 
"super fun." In fact, she encourages her peers to embrace competitive 
challenges like the Brain Bee, which is held annually and open to all 
high-school students in Western New York. She also encourages other 

Placing Third in WNY Neuroscience Competition

girls to pursue their intellectual passions, including 
science. "If you have an interest, you can do it!" 
she says with a confident smile.

A science and math enthusiast, Pam loves explor-
ing connections and takes an interdisciplinary 
approach to learning. "The world has so many 
different ways of fitting together," she notes with 
excitement. Pam enjoys helping people and hopes 
to become a spine surgeon or a neuroscientist. Pamela Rivas '14

When you hear the word "fencing," your thoughts 
might shift to those dashing musketeers from 

Alexandre Dumas' 19th-century novel. But fencing can 
have much wider appeal, and for the athletes on Sem's 
varsity team, it certainly does.

"Many say that fencing is just sword fighting when in 
actuality, it takes much more effort, strategy and skill. 
Foot work, blade work, tempo, speed, reaction time, 
the ability to read your opponent — are all different 
aspects that we practice to be able to perfect and acquire 
these skills," explains Team Captain Paige Gress '11.

The sport showcases three types of weapons: foil, a 
light thrusting weapon that targets the torso and back, 
but not the arms; sabre, a light cutting and thrusting 
weapon that targets the entire body from the waist up, 
but not the hands; and épée, a heavy thrusting weapon 
that targets the entire body. In épée, simultaneous hits 
or "touches" by the two competing fencers are allowed. 

Sem's varsity fencing program, taught by Head Coach Marika Frankenstein and Assistant Coach Joel Jelliff, 
focuses on foil and épée.

"The most challenging aspect of this sport is being able to read your opponent," says Paige, who began 
fencing her sophomore year at Sem. "There is never a boring moment because the sport isn't just physical, 
it's a mental game."

En Garde! Spotlight on Sem's Varsity Fencers

Teammate Kendall Priebe '12 is quick to agree. An 
accomplished athlete who loves both sailing and 
tennis, she has found her most comfortable position on 
the fencing strip. "You're using your brain, but you're in 
motion at the same time." Though fencers wear masks 
and protective padding that's akin to a "bulletproof 
vest," she chuckles, risks do exist. "We do get bruised a 
lot. But for me, personally, it's not an issue," she says. 

In late February, Kendall earned a spot on the Western 
New York delegation to the Junior Olympic Fencing 
Championships, held in Dallas. She knew she was 
the underdog going in to the competition. Intent on 
improving her skills, she was happy just to have the 
chance to meet and compete against other female 
fencers from around the country. "Going in to it, I 
expected to meet girls who have been training all 
their lives. What surprised me was exactly how much I 
learned." Not only does Kendall hope to return to the 
Junior Olympics next year, she also intends to keep 
fencing throughout college and quite possibly, the rest 
of her life. She prefers épée over foil, and can't wait to 
learn sabre in the near future. The Sem junior, who has 
been fencing since 2008, also helps mentor other, less 
experienced fencers on this year's team.

Making the 2011 All-Western New York Academic Team

Seniors Yeon Soo Kim and Elizabeth Ruh have 
been named to Business First's 2011 All-Western 

New York Academic Team, made up of the 100 most 
impressive high-school seniors in the eight-county 
region. Students were chosen for their records 
of academic excellence, school leadership and 
community involvement.

Both girls are members of the National Honor Society 
and the Cum Laude Society. Soo is also president of 
Sem's math club and book club and has participated 
in several of our school theatrical productions. Lizzy 
is editor-in-chief of one of Sem's school newspapers 
and rows on the varsity crew team.

"This is a truly impressive honor," said Jack Connors, 
president and publisher of Business First. "The 
Academic Team is an extraordinarily exclusive group. 
There are roughly 20,000 seniors in Western New York's 
high schools, and only 100 have met the stringent 
standards to make this year's Academic Team."

Last autumn, schools throughout the eight-county 
region were asked to nominate students for 
consideration by a 10-member committee, which 
included eight admissions directors at area colleges 
and two Business First editors. This year a total of 113 
schools responded, and the committee reviewed a  
total of 410 nominations.

Yeon Soo Kim '11 and Elizabeth Ruh '11

Kendall Priebe '12 (right) competing at the 
Junior Olympics
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Life in a Space Suit
adventUres of a GradUate stUdent stUdyinG infeCtioUs disease

In April, Casey Perley was awarded a 
three-year National Science Foundation 
Graduate Research Fellowship. Each year 
NSF fellowships are given to graduate 
students in all branches of science. Ms. 
Perley was one of only 29 graduate 
students to receive a fellowship in the 
discipline of microbiology.

Whether she was picking fresh strawberries and 
churning her own butter for a summer camp 

project, or building a musical instrument for the 
Science Olympiad, "Casey always went above and 
beyond what was asked of her." That's how math 
instructor Linda Goodman described Casey Perley 
when introducing her former student on Thursday, 
March 17.

The 2004 graduate had returned to her alma mater to 
lead an all-school assembly focusing on her work as 
a Ph.D. candidate at Duke University. In a 35-minute 
presentation entitled "Life in a Space Suit: Adventures 
of a Graduate Student Studying Infectious Diseases," 
the young researcher gave an overview of her chosen 
field, proudly described the unfashionable "personal 
protective equipment" she wears in the laboratory, 
and shared her perspective on science careers 
available to today's ambitious young women.

After graduating from Sem seven years ago, Ms. 
Perley, who is also an accomplished harpist, earned 
her bachelor of science in molecular biophysics 
and biochemistry from Yale University. From 

there she went on to intern at the Whitehead 
Institute for Biomedical Research, affiliated with 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. She is 
currently pursuing a doctorate at Duke University, 
where her research focuses on developing a better 
vaccine to fight tuberculosis.

The Sem alumna — whose bubbly delivery made the 
facts of science come alive for the teenage audience 
— also dispelled a few stereotypes, including the 
idea that the only career path for a science major 
is to become a doctor. Throughout her talk, Ms. 
Perley highlighted a number of professional options 
for girls well-versed in the sciences: journal editor, 
patent lawyer, museum curator, educator, science 
curriculum writer, news and communications 
specialist, science journalist, science author and, of 
course, researcher.

It was a true pleasure to welcome Casey Perley back 
for this special presentation to the Sem community. 
Afterwards, she and her parents joined students 
and faculty, including retired history teacher Harry 
Schooley, for lunch in the Atrium.

A Win-Win For All
WitH oUr tHanks!2011

June 3 - 4
R E U N I O N

The Oshei Cup will be awarded 
at Reunion Dinner Friday,  

June 3, to the class with the most 
money contributed in support of 

Sem's Annual Fund!

Join the Reunion Club by increasing your 
Annual Fund Gift by 50% and help your 

class move closer to attaining the coveted Cup.

8 Special Tribute To
 Those With Class Years
 Ending in 1 and 6

8 2nd Annual All Alumnae
 Cocktail Party, 
 Saturday Evening
 (guests welcome)

For further information call
Carolyn Clark at 716.885.6780, ext. 221.

Many thanks to members of the Class of 1960, who 
graciously funded the purchase of one of Sem's new 

Harkness Tables in celebration of their 50th Reunion last 
June. Their thoughtful generosity not only greatly enhances 
the World History classroom's learning environment, it also 
catapulted the Class of 1960 to winning the Oshei Cup! 

Strive for the Cup!



Class notes

Class of 1935
Carolyn Benson Gundlach: I was proud to attend 
Seminary and have fond memories of fun there. 
My mother [Carolyn Pleuthner Benson] had 
graduated in 1914.

Class of 1940 
Neva Jean Manock Upp: The following is from 
Neva Jean's "Happy New Year" letter:
I've had a good year. It has been hard at times 
without Bob, but I try to stay positive and look 
forward, as I know that's what he would want—
and what we always tried to do together…. Two 
trips this year really topped my fun list! In June, I 
went to my Buffalo Seminary Reunion—our 70th. 
Daughter Sarah and husband Jim went with me. 
We had a wonderful week seeing high-school 
friends. I really had fun reconnecting with them. 
Then to my delight we went to Niagara Falls—
both the U.S. side AND the Canadian side. The 
Falls were new for Sarah and Jim, and it was so 
great to see it together. Also, we toured around 
Fort Erie where I grew up. Sadly, no ferry boats 
to ride on back and forth as I had done—going 
everyday to high school in Buffalo—but it was 
great to be in Canada again. Second trip was to 
Outer Banks, North Carolina, for grandson Paul's 
beautiful beach wedding at sunset on 10-10-10! I 
am now in a small group home in Inman, Kansas. 
This is working out well. There are only ten of 
us in the home, and they take good care of me. 
I like not having to cook, clean, or keep a rigid 
schedule. I can stay up as late as I want and sleep 
in, eating breakfast when I get up—even if it is 
10:30 am. The family comes often, making this 
change a good one, all things considered.

Class of 1941
Charlotte Rice Wilbur: I cannot come to reunion 
(no more long drives for me), but I love all of you 
dearly and send best wishes.

Class of 1942
Jean Alvord Donohue: I continue to be grateful 
for the first-class education Buffalo Seminary 
provided for all of us in the Class of 1942.

  


  

Priscilla Smith Osborne: I have sold my house of 
47 years and am now living in a senior community 
with my own apartment. It's close to where I 
used to live.

Class of 1944
Betty Jean Rich Gavin: Things are just fine. We're 
enjoying the warm weather in Sun City, where 
we've been for 28 years. Back to see our kids 
at Thanksgiving. Too cold!

  


  
Janet (Wendy) 

Wendt Warner: Granddaughter Lindsay to be 
married in July—very exciting! Great-grandson 
continues to captivate all. Not into the "terrible 

two's" yet. I am busy working on an exhibition of 
Bob Blair's paintings for the Hoyt Institute show 
in August/September 2011.

Class of 1946
Joan Metzger Brisbin: Hope to make our 65th!

Class of 1947
Eloise "Suzie" Herrick Hedstrom: I feel fortunate 
when classmates come to Florida and we get 
together. This past year I saw Jerry Walsh Clauss, 
Betty Gale Woods, and Sunny Putnam Bagley 
Davis.

  


  
Georgia Johnson Pooley: Fifth 

generation, Tess Helliwell (my granddaughter) 
will graduate in June 2011.

Class of 1948
Joanne Bozer Rehmus: Once more I am looking 
forward to flying out to California to spend 
Christmas with my California families. My only 
granddaughter, Sarah, entered the USMA at West 
Point last summer. Since she will be home for 
Christmas, I am anxious to hear about West Point 
life. My daughter Pat's triplets (boys) are in the 
process of applying for colleges for next fall. I feel 
fortunate that my two great-granddaughters—4 
and 2—live close by for me to see often.

  


  

Wendy Read Wells: As an "outlander" from 
Orchard Park, I often spent the night at the home 
of one friend or another. I loved being with Corky 
and her parents (her sisters were somewhat 
older), especially the evening in August when, 
with her neighbors the Hughes boys, we joined 
the exuberant crowds on Main Street downtown 
to celebrate V-J Day—in conga lines! We shall 
miss her.

Class of 1949
Virginia Falk Stout: I'm going to Nicaragua in 
February to help El Porvenir build a laundry and 
bathing room in a remote village.

Class of 1951
Alice Sullivan Dillon: Although I am no longer 
affiliated with the Art Center (there 22 years), 
I had the fun of curating an exhibition with our 
daughter Marion at the Blue Hill Library in Maine 
last summer. Bob and I had a great summer in 
Maine, where all the family gathers at some 
point during our three-month stay. I am looking 
forward to our 60th in June.

Class of 1952
Mary Ross Rice: Delight Reed Dann and I are 
enjoying working together as your Class Agents. 
When you return for our 60th Reunion, you 
will notice the changes in the school reflect the 
continuation of Miss Angell's vision: a place of 
excellence.

  


  
Lois Ann Harrington Roubos: On 

June 24, 2010, my husband Robert, 75, passed 
away from ALS (Lou Gehrig's disease). He was the 
"love of my life,'" and I miss him so. I am grateful, 
however, for our 54 years of marriage, our two 
lovely daughters, and our four grandchildren. 
Bob was a marvelous man who exemplified 
throughout our marriage these words: "Always a 
Gentleman."

Class of 1954
Louise Zeller Curley: Jay and I celebrated our 
50th Wedding Anniversary on February 4th! All 
our children and grandchildren from around the 
States plus Singapore will be present. We are 
truly gratefull!

  


  
Claire Miller McGowan: Paula 

Flynn Maniago stopped in Buffalo on her way to 
Quebec to buy skates. She's going back to her old 
love. Maybe I should look for an old, quiet horse!

Class of 1955 
Carol Sippel Monsees: This year I have had mini-
reunions with Alison Fleischmann, Gail Lanctot 
Hamlett and Carol Copeland Sullivan. Great 
times in Naples, FL!

Class Notes

In Austin, TX, to attend the 2010 National Trust for 
Historic Preservation Annual Conference, Alison 
Fleischmann '55, a docent at Buffalo's City Hall and 
longtime member of Buffalo Preservation Board, 
checks out a bookstore



Class notes

Class of 1956
Patricia Runk Sweeney: Patsy sent out an e-mail 
in January 2011, "Sem Classmates' Messages 
at Xmas 2010." This is her introduction to 
the correspondence: "Happy New Year to all 
Sem56ers! Following are some notes gleaned 
from recent messages. You will find some 
photos attached, including one of your class 
correspondent with bandannaed (hairless) head. 
I now have some hair like white fur—not very 
good-quality hair—so I hope merely transitional. 
Will keep you posted!" She ends her message 
with "Finally, I, PRS, your class correspondent, 
am pleased to report that Harold and I plan 
to move on April 1st to the Tacoma Lutheran 
Retirement Community in Tacoma, WA. We will 
be living in a 2-BR, 2-BA apt. in a 'sixplex' on 
a 28-acre campus in N. Tacoma, only 45 miles 
from our daughter's family. I will continue my 
chemotherapy at Tacoma General Hospital. I am 
considering blogging from Tacoma; will let you 
know if I follow thru on this! A happy, healthy 
New Year to us all!!"  Olive Chatsworth 
Bowles comments, from Toronto, on the loss of 
Nancy Stover Sutz and Bunny Oliver: "I've known 
them both since grade 3 and grade 5 [at Elmwood 
Franklin School] and have many good memories 
of them over the years." Olive finds it "impossible 
to think that we graduated [from Sem] almost 
55 year ago."  Leifa Riis-Carstensen Butrick 
visited India last year and did not like it. Leifa has 
retired from her second career with a publishing 
company in Milwaukee, where she continues 
to be active in the Unitarian Church and to sing 
in the choir.  Heath Heindel de Gouvea has 
moved within Brazil during the 
past year. She sends a photo of 
two of her grandchildren and 
says, "Thank you for sending me 
the news about Bunny. As you 
know, I haven't seen anyone but 
Cherry since leaving Buffalo, yet, I 
fondly remember the classmates 
from Sem. I am always surprised 
to hear about illness in friends 
from the past because, for me, 
they are forever young wrapped 
up in memories from those rosy 
days long gone. She looks very 
happy in those photos you sent, 
so I imagine she had an active 

and pleasurable life."  Marcie Rashman 
Frankel's son Glenn, his partner Adam (a public 
health specialist with the Centers for Disease 
Control), and their two daughters are moving 
to South Africa. So Marcie and her husband 
Marvin may be able to see Candy there at some 
point in 2011. Marcie also sends a link to a 
video about Buffalo: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MT11IdWPvfc.  Sara Wyckoff Hurley 
continues to live and write poetry in Elmira, NY. 
 Mary Ellen Daniels McCormick also attended. 
[along with Weezie Pieper] the Vassar reunion.  
 Lynn Ross McFarlane notes the whereabouts 
"all over the world" of her five children, spouses, 
and grandchildren. Her son Ballard "comes [from 
Hawaii from Seattle] to oversee two projects 
that we are doing for the property—we are now 
fully SOLAR for the houses! We feel that we 
have done some good for the land."  Cherry 
Talbott Morjikian and her husband Allan have 
their Chappaqua, NY, house on the market 
and hope to move back to Star, Idaho, when 
it's sold. Allan retired this year shortly before 
his 75th birthday. He and Cherry are keeping 
busy with volunteer activities. Their combined 
brood includes Cherry's seven grandchildren 
and one step-grandson, and Allan's three 
grandchildren. Also the inimitable pug, Pierre! 
 Cecilia "Ceci" Hobbie Pehle continues to 
be a psychotherapist in Modesto, CA, and is 
also the grandmother of six. One day a week 
she takes care of her five-year-old ("and very 
tall") granddaughter Celiawren Pehle. She has 
four other grandchildren in Modesto and one 
in VT. Ceci's brother Chuck Hobbie (Nichols 
'63) has published a memoir, Buffalo Wings, 
about growing up in Buffalo, which you would 
all enjoy.   Weezie (aka Louisa) Plumb 
Pieper had surgery for cancer of the esophagus 
on October 6th at the U. Mich. Medical School 
Hospital in Ann Arbor. "The pathology report says 
I am now cancer-free." Weezie's husband Al had 
to have a hip replacement, so the Piepers had 
a difficult end of year. Before all this happened, 
Weezie enjoyed her 50th Vassar reunion. She 
got together with Sue Gurney Danforth on 
a side-trip to New York City. Both have three 
children, giving the Piepers six grandchildren. 
The oldest, Amanda Brown, is a sophomore at 

Ohio Northern College in Ada, Ohio. I remember 
Weezie displaying Amanda's baby photo at our 
35th reunion in 1991!

 
  Liz Maisel Schulman 

continues to enjoy living at Canterbury Woods in 
Williamsville, NY, and to work at a travel agency in 
Buffalo two days a week.

 
  Betsy Rupp Skinner 

and husband Don, still of Oneida, NY, will spend 
several months in Florida this winter.  Sheila 
Gill Sovocool had major surgery on her spine in 
April 2010. She is no longer playing violin in the 
Henderson [NV] Symphony, but does get together 
with friends to play in a string quartet. Sheila is 
enjoying her two grandsons in Henderson and her 
newly adopted granddaughter in Anaheim, CA.  
Phyllis Roberts Staplin's son Bill, who was so ill a 
while back, was well enough to host Thanksgiving 
dinner at his home this year. Phyllis helped his 
two daughters, Mary and Esther, make pies for 
the occasion. Phyllis' daughter has given her twin 
grandsons. Phyllis continues in her administrative 
job for the West Des Moines School District. Of 

Bunny, she writes, "Bunny was THE model for me 
at Seminary. She was in a far removed echelon 
that I could only observe and never touch. A 
beautiful and talented young woman who had 
everything she ever wanted…. Those cashmere 
sweaters, beautiful figure, lovely face and athletic 
talents way beyond anything I could ever dream 
of. I am so very sorry for the family. It looks like 
she had a beautiful relationship with John. When 
I give my money to Seminary this year, I will do it 
in her memory. At that time she was the face of 
Sem in my mind." I assured her that Bunny had 
descended from her pinnacle as her life went on. 
But she did maintain a somewhat detached (and 
amused) view of human beings and their foibles. 
Bunny was not easily deceived! But she was also, 
as Bishop Tennis said, a caring and giving person. 
We will miss her at our 55th reunion next year. 
All the more reason to show up, if you possibly 
can!  Suzie Hoskins White has returned to 

Beverley Cryer Watson-Brewer '56 at the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame in Charlotte, NC

Allan and Cherry (Talbott '56) Morjikian with Pierre

Rhonda Lascari Nyman '56 with grandson Eric 
and husband Larry

 Class Notes and photos on this page 
were sent by Patricia Runk Sweeney '56



Class notes

Buenos Aires after nearly two years. "Argentina 
is a dream for me. It's cheaper and just as 
comfortable as France (minus the quality of the 
food)." She will return to France in February for 
medical tests and a consultation with her doctors, 
following up on her successful cancer surgery a 
year ago. The "Year of the Tiger" was quite a year 
for Suzie—may the "Year of the Metal Rabbit" 
prove better for us all!

Class of 1957
Mary Louise Norton Flanagan: All is well in 
Merion Station, PA. Visitors always welcome.

Class of 1958
Darragh Wright Karr: Our "We can't believe we 
are 70" dinner this fall should have been "At least 
we're not 80!" (Or it could be our spring fling!)

Class of 1959
Deborah Bayles Hill: I have just been appointed 
the part-time assistant minister of the UCC 
Church at the Head of the Square in Keene, NH 
(after two years of illness). I had a wonderful 
reunion with Sally Copeland O'Brien, Barbara 
Kohl and Nancy Cooley Polk in Vermont in 
June of 2010.

  


  
Joanne Mooney Schuetz: I 

have been selected, as one of 12 women from 
throughout the U.S., to represent Presbyterian 
Women in a global exchange to India in October 
2011. I will spend two weeks traveling in the 
country to meet women and hear their stories. 
Upon return to the States, Joanne will speak to 
women's groups, churches and other interested 
parties. (One of the topics will be human 
trafficking.)

Class of 1960
Judith Becker-Cavallon: The Princeton Nassoons 
(alums) performed in Tucson at the Tucson 
Country Club and St. Philip's Episcopal Church. 
During intermission, one of the men came over 
to talk to two women sitting two pews ahead 
of me across the aisle. I asked the man if they 
planned to sing "East of the Sun, West of the 
Moon," now a classic, written years ago by the 
Princeton Triangle Club. The man was Don LeWin 
from Buffalo, talking to his wife Judy McNairy 
LeWin and Sharley Janes Bryce!

  


  
Wilhelmina 

"Buffie" Buffum Kelly: Our 50th was great fun. 
Am now moved to upstate New York. It's a 
wonderful combination: New York in the summer 
and Arizona in the winter.

  


  
Judith Hansen 

Wolin Benson: Start thinking about our 55th. We 
can do it again—even better!

Class of 1961
Sara Brizdle Dickman: Always grateful for my 
education at Sem!

  


  
Margaret "Marny" 

Friedman: I will just be getting home from a two-
and-a-half month stay in rural southwest France, 

so I won't be able to attend our 50th Reunion I'm 
sad to say. Do you know I taught French at Sem 
from 1965-1968? That was definitely fun! Have a 
joyful reunion!

  


  
Barbara French Pace: Retired 

but still working part time for the government. 
Immersed in new career as artist—see: www.
barbarapace-art.com. Children live nearby and 
four wonderful grandchildren.

  


  
Susan Bradley 

Russ: Looking forward to our 50th. Will so miss 
my lovely friend Penny Spiller. I loved her dearly.

Class of 1962
Jean Boer Cleverly: Buffalo Seminary is a piece 
of the foundation upon which I still depend. I 
am so lucky to finally have time to give back to 
the community through volunteer work.

  


  

Karen Kittinger Rumsey: David and I are both still 
working full time. I am at Catholic Charities doing 
therapy and case management. Our daughter 
Heather Rumsey Gibson '91 is in Buffalo with 
her husband and two children and works as a 
speech pathologist. Robin Rumsey Solboe '89, a 
neuropsychologist, lives in Minneapolis with her 
husband and two children. I am looking forward 
to our 50th in 2012.

  


  
Wendy Cowan Wald: 

Hello, All! Life is status quo. Really nothing new 
or exciting to report. My son, daughter, their 
spouses, and my four grandchildren are all happy, 
healthy, and thriving in their various stages of life.  
I'm still living in Naples, Florida, and welcome 
phone calls from any of you visiting the area. 

Class of 1963
Carol Levine Orringer: After all these years, my 
mother finally moved to Chapel Hill, NC! She's 
living independently. Our three daughters and 
sons-in-law and six grandchildren are also living in 
town. We are very fortunate.

Class of 1965
Jane Pelson Miller: Great to see classmates at 
reunion! Let's see everyone in 2015.

Class of 1967
Elizabeth "Lisa" Sullivan Bond: I hosted a cocktail 
party for Sem grads in Boston-West area this 
summer which was very informative as well as a 
lot of fun!

Class of 1969
Regina Gerstman: My husband and I traveled to 
Wales to visit his ancestral homeland in spring 
'10. We hope to go to Greece, Israel and up the 
Adriatic to Venice next spring!

Class of 1971
Tara VanDerveer: Congratulations to Tara 
VanDerveer, coach of the Stanford Cardinal. Last 
December, she earned her 800th career victory, 
and on April 4, she was named to the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame! She will be 
formally inducted in August.

  


  
Marcia Melzer 

Wilf: Looking forward to seeing many classmates 
at our 40th. Who can believe it's been so long?

Class of 1972
Laurie Brouse Diercks: Hi, All, Been in touch with 
Nancy Eslick, Sally Howland and Betsy Linder. So 
sorry to hear about sweet Ed Linder. Finished a 
capital campaign for a local arts center. Daughter 
Monica is heading to CA for college. Love to hear 
from any alum—LBD0905@mac.com. Thanks, 
Annie Murray Bissonnette, for your alum work. 

Class of 1976
Georgia "Gigi" Pooley Helliwell: I serve on the 
Board of Buffalo Seminary Alumnae Association. 
My daughter Tess Helliwell (5th generation 
Seminarian) will graduate in June 2011.

Class of 1977
Molly Dellinger-Wray: I have enjoyed keeping up 
with my Sem friends on Facebook. Thanks, Kelly, 
for leading our alumnae.

  


  
Holly Hahn-Baker: 

2011 marks the 13th anniversary of my transplant 
and another year of overwhelming gratitude for 
selfless organ donors such as my lung donor. As 
we remember the '77ers we have lost, may we 
seek to live our lives to the fullest.

  


  
Kelly 

Swanson: Greetings to all of my classmates 
and those I knew in our hallowed halls. Life is 
fantastic here in DC. Swanson Communications is 
flourishing (www.swansonpr.com) with exciting 
new projects. We were recently certified as 
a local, small and woman-owned business in 
the District. On the family front, my nieces and 
nephews bring the greatest joy to my childless 
life. I couldn't be surrounded by more love than if 
I asked for it. God is so good all the time!

In Austin, TX, to attend the 2010 National 
Trust for Historic Preservation Annual 
Conference, Holly Augspurger Donaldson 
'61 chats with the Downtown Rangers



Class notes

Are you on facebook?

Keep up with the latest alumnae and school news by 
becoming a fan of the Buffalo Seminary Alumnae page.

Class of 1978
Leslie Pooley Heffernan: I enjoy being in touch 
with my classmates via e-mail and Facebook. I 
wish our reunions were more often! Hi to my 
wonderful classmates.

  


  
Catherine Poley 

McWilliam: From an e-mail (dated February 23, 
2011) from Katie, who was in a boat sailing in 
the Indian Ocean with her husband Chay and 
son Jamie: Hello—First of all, all is well on board 
Esprit. This morning, at the news of the death of 
our friends, Scott and Jean Adams, on the pirated 
yacht Quest, whom we knew from Tonga and New 
Zealand, we made the difficult, but important, 
decision to turn around and return to Cochin, 
India. This decision was based on several factors 
in addition to the shock of the news about our 
friends on Quest: very light winds, and a damaged 
prop which is causing us to consume diesel at 
a much higher rate than we would like and is 
causing us to go slower than we feel comfortable 
within these high-risk waters. Although there 
are reports of pirates in our path back to India, 
it is not as high risk as the area into which we 
were going. Our ETA back into Cochin is Sunday, 
February 27th. Once back and "settled" in Cochin 
we will decide what our next step will be. 

Class of 1979
Gwen Yates Whittle: From Dr. Ben Joplin, 
Chair of Buffalo Seminary English Department: 
Congratulations to Gwen Yates Whittle, who 
earned her second Oscar nomination for Best 
Sound Editing! Last year she was up for Avatar. 
This year she was co-nominated with Addison 
Teague for Tron: Legacy.

Class of 1994
Elke Sanders Catania: From an e-mail received 
by Admissions Director, Carrie Lyons Auwarter 
'96: It was fun seeing you a few years ago when 
we were in Buffalo for Kara Hornung Kerwin's 
wedding. Here is the link to an article that came 
out about us in the Tampa Tribune. Anthony and I 

own and run a small gourmet restaurant and have 
been working hard and enjoying every second 
of it for the last two and a half years. Thought 
it might be fun to share! (http://tboextra.com/
content/2011/jan/17/gourmet-meals-at-home-
minus-the-hard-work/) My sister [Kathryn 
Sanders '97] is doing well in NYC. She just 
earned her Master's degree in Communications 
Design from Pratt University and is working as a 
freelance graphic designer. Mom is great, too. We 
all pop in and visit Sem anytime we come home 
to Buffalo; we just can't resist!

Class of 2001
Rachael Bouquard: Moved back to Buffalo last 
year after a short time in southwest Kansas. 
Got married in November 2010 (Maria Montes 
came to the wedding). My husband and I just 
purchased a home here in Buffalo, so we'll be 
sticking around for a while.

Class of 2003
The University of Rochester Medical Center's 
website lists Lisa Niswander '03 as a first year 
student in their Ph.D. program in Pathology. 
Lisa writes: "My current research focuses on 
characterizing the injury and recovery of the 
megakaryocyte lineage in the bone marrow 
to radiation. These platelet-producing cells are 
essential for hemostasis, and understanding their 
response to radiation has important implications 
for the management of bone marrow damage 
in patients receiving radiation therapy or with 
radiation sickness." Lisa received a B.A. in 
Molecular Biology/Biochemistry and Religion at 
Middlebury College in 2007.

Class of 2005
Kate Niswander: Kate is coordinator for the 
Alliance for Women in Media, a group whose 
mission is "to advance the impact of women 
in the media and allied fields by educating, 
advocating, and acting as a resource to its 

members, the industry, and the public." In its 
2010 Report on Diversity, Kate wrote an article 
"'Mancession' No More." Her article begins: 
"The national unemployment rate remains 
at a staggering 9.6 percent, according to the 
US Bureau of Labor Statistics. But for women 
nationwide, this number represents the tip of the 
iceberg: Emerging research shows that certain 
specific groups have been hit hardest during the 
economic downturn and its aftermath." She goes 
on to explain details and statistics about this 
downturn and how it has affected single mothers 
and women of color especially; she then briefly 
discusses some possible long-term solutions. Kate 
is listed on the website for Alliance for Women 
in Media under Headquarters Staff; her e-mail is 
kniswander@allwomeninmedia.org.

Class of 2006
Rachel Sampson: Rachel's father, David Sampson, 
sent the following information to Admissions 
Director, Carrie Lyons Auwarter '96: Rachel 
graduated from Wittenberg University last May 
and is presently attending graduate school at the 
University of Chicago to obtain a Master's degree 
in Art History. She e-mailed a link recently for a 
paper she wrote last semester that was chosen 
for publication at the University of Chicago. The 
foundation in writing skills that Rachel received 
while at Sem have taken her far. (http://lucian.
uchicago.edu/blogs/mediatheory/keywords/
social-network/)

Class of 2007
Julia M. Smith: In May of this year, I will be 
graduating from the University of San Francisco 
and will be continuing on to graduate school. As 
of September, I will be part of the incoming Class 
of 2011 in the Yale Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences and will be working for the next four to 
five years to earn my Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry. 
This is an extremely exciting development for me, 
and I thought I would, and was encouraged by 
Mrs. Grace to, share it with you.
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Marion McNulty Dillon '22 Drama Series:
I never Saw another Butterfly

Congratulations to Sem's Theater Instructor Susan Drozd, who has been 
cast as Portia in Shakespeare In Delaware Park's 2011 production of  

The Merchant of Venice!
A veteran of the WNY theater scene, Ms. Drozd has 
worked with The Irish Classical Theatre Company, 
Kavinoky Theatre Co., Shakespeare In Delaware Park, 
Theatre of Youth, O'Connell & Company, Alleyway 
Theatre, Road Less Traveled and Pandora's Box Co.

Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, Ms. Drozd spent much of 
her childhood traveling and living in various parts of 
the U.S. The experience inspired her to approach life 
with an open mind and positive attitude, qualities she 
strives to impart to all her students at Sem. Ms. Drozd 
earned her B.F.A. from Niagara University through its 
prestigious Theatre & Fine Arts Department.Susan Drozd

Colby-Oishei Artist: Liz Markus '85

Buffalo Seminary Class of 1985 graduate Liz 
Markus will be honored as this year's Spring 

Colby-Oishei Artist. She will spend the day with 
students sharing with them her unique creative 
style and influences.

While her pieces have hung in group exhibitions 
throughout the world, Liz's solo exhibits have 
been held at ZieherSmith, New York, NY, 2010, 
2009 and 2007; Galleri Loyal, Stockholm, 2007; 
and White Columns, NY, 2000. ZieherSmith 
described Liz's most recent exhibition, Are 
You Punk Or New Wave?, as offering "a 
postmodern blitz of glamour and glitz in 

art, fashion, music and culture, subtly 
referencing contemporary politics"... 
"always reinforced with a phalanx of 
art historical referents."

Currently living and working in New 
York City, Liz is a graduate of School of 
Visual Arts, New York, NY, 1989. She 
earned an M.F.A. from Tyler School of 
Art, Philadelphia, PA, 1997.

Basquiat 2, 2010, acrylic on unprimed canvas, 
83" x 53", courtesy ZieherSmith, New York

Liz Markus

Cast of I Never Saw Another Butterfly, l-r (kneeling) Maribel Leddy '14, Bella 
Dixon '12, Jane Bertelsen '13, Callie Keavey '14, (standing) Margaret Mugel 
'11, Emily Glick '13, Jourdan Green '13, Brianna Harris '12, Eliza Hopkins '13, 
Eryn Catus '14, Maeve Melber '14, Katie Thomas '14, Angelina Buscaglia '13, 
Jessica Phillips '13 and Kathryn Sands '13 (not pictured, Caitlyn Orta '12)

For the 2011 spring theatrical 
production, Buffalo Seminary 

presented I Never Saw Another 
Butterfly. Written by Celeste 
Raspanti, the play is based 
on a book of poems and 
drawings done by the Jewish 
children of Terezin. Located 
on the outskirts of Prague, 
Czechoslovakia, Terezin was 
a ghetto that served as a 
transitional point for Jews who 
would eventually be sent to 
Auschwitz. The Germans used 
Terezin for propaganda purposes to divert the attention of international 
groups, including the Red Cross. Between the years 1942 and 1944, 
roughly 15,000 children under the age of 15 passed through Terezin; 
fewer than 100 survived. 

Directed by Sem's Theater Instructor Susan Drozd, the one-act play 
centered on Raja Englanderova, a young girl whose experiences as a 
Holocaust survivor are artistically re-created through the use of personal 
records and artifacts, including poems, diaries, drawings and pictures. 
The ensemble cast was led by Eliza Hopkins '13 as Raja. Just before the 
play, local violinist David Adamczyk performed traditional Jewish street 
music and Hebrew melodies. 

On March 5, Susan Goldberg Schwartz, Director of Lifelong Learning at 
Temple Beth Zion, visited the set to observe rehearsals and give feedback 
on two scenes involving specific Jewish customs. On Wednesday, March 
17, Renee Joffe, mother of Muriel Joffe '68, was our guest speaker for an 
all-school assembly. Mrs. Joffe, who had emigrated to the United States 
in 1951, spoke about her family's experiences as Jews living in Nazi-
occupied France during World War Two. Her candid talk set the stage for 
that evening's preview performance of I Never Saw Another Butterfly.

Deeply moved by the script of the play, the cast and crew took it upon 
themselves during the early phase of rehearsing to launch a school-wide pencil 
drive. Surpassing their goal of collecting 15,000 new pencils (representing the 
number of children who passed through Terezin), 18,000 pencils were collected 
by curtain up. The supplies were then donated to local schools.

Renee Joffe

"Butterflies don't live here in the ghetto." 
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Come One, Come All

Head of School Jody Douglass and
Trustee Amy Martoche '88

Invite you to
Come Back to Sem and Celebrate!

Saturday, June 4th 2011
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

205 Bidwell Parkway, Buffalo

Spouses and Guests Welcome
Cash Bar

Recognition of Retiring Faculty:
Leta Dentan

Linda Goodman
Judy Kramer

Deirdre McOwen
Deanne O'Day

Please respond by May 16th to
cclark@buffaloseminary.org 
or call 885-6780 ext. 221

Dr. Joplin Receives "Excellence in Teaching" Award

Congratulations to Benjamin Joplin, Ph.D., chair 
of Buffalo Seminary's English Department, who 

has won The College of Wooster "Excellence in 
Teaching" Award. The award is given to 12 teachers 
nationally each year and is based on nominations 
by first-year students at the college. Dr. Joplin was 
nominated by Alex Muto, a 2010 Sem graduate 
and College of Wooster freshman.

Each fall, first-year students at Wooster are 
encouraged to nominate a high-school teacher 
who has made an important contribution to their 
education, improved their ability to think critically, 
challenged them to do their best work and 
pushed them to extend themselves beyond what 
they might have thought themselves capable of 
achieving. Dr. Joplin was invited by The College of 
Wooster to attend a special reception on Thursday, 
February 24, 2011. There he received his award 
and was reunited with his former student.

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops. 
~ Henry Adams

Alex Muto '10 and Dr. Benjamin Joplin

"It's very humbling and ego-boosting all at once," 
Dr. Joplin explained. "This may be something akin to 
what parents feel: you see where your daughter or 
student came from and the role you played in her 
experience at Sem. At the same time, you see her 
independence and the entirely new world from which 
she will form a new part of herself. It's bittersweet!"

A member of the Sem faculty since 2006, Dr. Joplin 
teaches junior-level English, AP English Literature 
and senior electives. He is also the advisor to The 
Monocle, one of the school's two student-run 
newspapers. Dr. Joplin studied at the University of 
Massachusetts and the State University of New York 
at Buffalo, where he earned his doctorate and served 
on admissions and student recruitment committees. 
In addition to teaching classes in both basic and 
advanced writing, fiction and film, he has published 
and presented papers on American and British fiction, 
genre theory, diary writing and popular culture. 

Sem's Annual Fund grows one 
donor at a time. Its success as 

a reliable source of unrestricted 
funds for the school depends on 
the generosity of those who give 
year after year. 

Consistent giving is the 
cornerstone of any successful 
Annual Fund campaign, and 
Sem is fortunate to have 
alumnae, family, and friends 
who choose to make the school 
a philanthropic priority.

As a good steward of your 
thoughtful investment, we 
continue to strive for excellence 
in all programs in our ongoing 
effort to provide an exceptional 
education for our young 
women. 

To show your support and 
confidence in educating college-
bound young women, please 
visit our secure website to make 
an online donation at  
www.buffaloseminary.org. 

Thank you.

Every Girl Matters. 
 Every Gift Makes a Difference.

 $420,000

 $400,000

 $350,000

 $300,000

 $250,000

 $200,000

 $150,000

 $100,000
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I N   M E M O R I A M

❧

Emily Grosholz, Ph.D., the 2011 Elizabeth McNulty 
Wilkinson '25 Poetry Chair, gave a poetry reading 

for students, faculty and guests on Friday, March 18. 
After being introduced by Sem's Poet-in-Residence 
Ansie Silverman Baird '55, Dr. Grosholz read a 
selection of both her recent and earlier poems. 
The program was followed by a reception in West-
Chester Hall hosted by the English Department.

Dr. Grosholz is a professor of philosophy, African 
American Studies and English at The Pennsylvania 
State University. She is also an advisory editor 
for The Hudson Review. She has published four 
books of poetry: The River Painter (University 

Elizabeth McNulty Wilkinson '25 Poetry Chair: 
emily GrosHolz Gives a readinG at bUffalo seminary

of Illinois Press, 1984); Shores and Headlands 
(Princeton University Press, 1988); Eden (Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 1992); and The Abacus 
Of Years (David R. Godine, 2002). She has another 
manuscript (Rose) prepared for publication. 

A native of Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, Dr. Grosholz 
earned her bachelor of arts from The University 
of Chicago and her Ph.D. from Yale University. She 
has lived and traveled in France, and her published 
works include an English translation of a French 
poetry anthology by Yves Bonnefoy, Début et fin de 
la neige. For a brief time she also lived in Western 
New York; she maintains strong ties to the Buffalo 
literary community.

Ansie Baird and Emily Grosholz

Clara Ambrus, M.D.
Katherine Amundsen

Michael Barcun 
Katherine Crandell Bassett '50

Charles G. Blaine
Erna Eaton Burdick '52

Alexander H. Dann
Harriet Michaels Ellis '42

William J. Flynn, Jr
Beth Roesser Granger '55

Varney Spaulding Greene '61
Catherine McFarland Hamberger '66

Marshall "Moss" R. Herron, Jr.
Guy M. Johnson
Frances Kaukus

William "Kim" F. Kimberly, Jr.
Richard A. Kowalski
Richard S. Kwieciak
G. Patricia Liesinger

Edward Linder
Patricia Wilkinson McIntosh '49

Rebecca Michalovic
Irene J. Moore

Theodore H. Noehren, M.D.
James F. O'Leary

Randall MacKenzie Ott
Charlotte Drake Rose '44

Robert Roubos
Josephine Rummings

Robert F. Rung, Jr.
Robert S. Scheu 
Angelo A. Selva

Dirk H. Van Schoonhoven
Rachel A. Schreck

Henry B. Sheets, Jr.
Charles P. Stevenson

Mariann Finger Tapasto '81
Susanne Short Brown Tompkins '50

William H. Zacher

Sem Snippets is published quarterly for alumnae, parents and friends of Buffalo Seminary.

Soiree XXIV took place on Friday, March 4 at 
the grand Park Country Club in Williamsville, 

NY. Many thanks 
to this year's 
chairs Missy 
Kennedy Cleary 
'76, Molly Clauss, 
Wendy Mathias 
and Wendy Spier 

and their committee for hosting an outstanding, 
fun event that raised funds for this year's 
operating budget! Dollars which will be used to 
support all current academic programs.

Thank you to all event sponsors, donors, 
advertisers, guests and volunteers for joining 
together on behalf of education for girls. We 
couldn't do it without you!

Swing Into Soiree

Paper for this publication was made 
from 55% recycled fiber with 30% post 
consumer waste.  It is chlorine free 
and acid free.
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Buffalo Seminary's family-style residential program 
features cozy houses, not dorms, and welcomes 

students from across the region and around the world. 
We currently have 22 girls from various countries – China, 
Korea, Jamaica and Australia – as well as from Rochester 
and Waterloo, NY. The daughter of alumna Kelly Clark '81, 
Eryn Catus '14, is one of our participating students. 

Within the past several months, we've made great strides 
to achieve a more diverse residential population. The 
Admissions team has attended boarding school fairs 
around the world to recruit students, including the Middle 
East, Mexico, Panama and Canada. Later this spring, Sem 
will be represented in Colombia and Brazil. We've also 
begun outreach through marketing campaigns that target 
families living in the northeastern U.S. We're pleased to say 
that our efforts are paying off – this fall, we will welcome 
a new boarding student from Olean, NY. An applicant 
from Germany will be flying to Buffalo in April to tour the 
campus as well. 

The residential program brings a whole new dynamic to student life at Sem. Sit-down dinners each 
week give our residential students the chance to mingle with faculty outside the classroom. On the 
weekends, various activities and occasional trips bring together our residential and day students. 
Sleepovers in one or more of the residences have proven very popular with our girls.

It's an exciting time for Sem, and a great opportunity for Buffalo. Please help us spread the word 
about our unique residential program! If you have any questions or need more information, contact 
Carrie Lyons Auwarter '96, Director of Admissions, at cauwarter@buffaloseminary.org or call 
716.885.6780.

Bringing Sem to the World, 
and tHe World to sem!

Pendants may be ordered in sterling silver, 14 karat white 
gold or 14 karat yellow gold. Order early - can take 4-6 weeks 
to process! For pricing and to place orders, please  
call Buffalo Seminary Alumnae Association Board Member 
Lucy Butterbaugh Coburn '73 at 716.462.6334.

GREAT GIFT IDEA
FOR YOUR FAVORITE GRAD!

Enjoying their freshman bike 
outing, Maeve Melber and Yidi 
"Brenda" Zhang


